
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL AT 7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 3rd 
APRIL, 2024.

The Chairman welcomed all  present to the meeting including the two members of the public in 
attendance.

Public Forum
The members of the public present were afforded an opportunity to raise any matters or concerns. Mr 
Douglas passed comment on the fact that the former Downton Haulage / EV Cargo yard on the A38 at 
Moreton Valence was for sale. However, it was noted that there was no indication of any proposed 
alternative use at the present time.

00/04
Present
There were 3 Parish Councillors present including Councillors Jones (Chairman), Hay and Mrs Gilmore. 
The Clerk and two members of the public were also in attendance.

01/04
Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Braidford, Paynter and Mrs Younger.

02/04
Declarations of Interest
None relating to agenda items.

03/04
Minutes
The Minutes of the March 2024 meeting were signed as a true record of the proceedings subject to the 
following three amendments:
04/04 – Matters arising – 3rd line changed to read 'bus’ rather than ‘bush’.
05/03 – Police & Community Safety Issues – 16th line changed to read ‘been’ rather than ‘bene’.
07/03 - Highways & Byways – 14th line - ‘Hyde’ changed to read ‘Grove’.

04/04
Matters Arising
Under this item there was a discussion concerning the local elections, including Parish Council election 
timescale, with nominations due by the coming Friday 5 th April. The Clerk advised he held sets of 
completed nomination papers  to  deliver  with  the final  few completed in  meeting and electoral 
numbers added as necessary. The potential new candidates that had come forward had since fallen 
away and no papers had been received from Cllr Braidford. Therefore, it was likely that at least once 
vacancy would exist following the creation of the new Parish Council.
Under this item Cllr Jones advised the cheque drawn in payment of the defibrillator electricity cost, to 
reimburse the Whitminster Playing Field and Village Hall  Management Committee had not been 
received by post and hence a replacement was issued with a request that the original cheque be 
destroyed if it were to arrive. As it was payable to an associated organisation it was felt there was no  
need to incur the cost of requesting that it be cancelled.
Cllr Paynter had submitted a written report on the Severn Voice meeting he had attended. He advised 
that the County Council was unhappy with the current verge cutting arrangement and would look to  



suspend the agreement from December 2024 pending an alternative arrangement. The current rate 
per  m2 is  4.87p compared with 4p the Council  pays  to  its  main contractor.  Roger  Godwin and 
Arlingham PC would look to renegotiate on behalf of the Severn Voice councils but each Council would 
need to then ratify any new agreement individually. The other matter discussed was secondary school 
admissions but the issues of concern were not of great relevance to Whitminster.

05/04
Police & Community Safety Issues
There had been no update from any Neighbourhood Warden, although it was noted there was no 
dedicated warden covering the Parish. From PCSO Trebble a brief written report had been received 
detailing 5 crimes recorded during the period 1st January to 21st March 2024 compared with 6 crimes in 
a similar period during the previous year. However, the 5 crimes did seem quite serious including 
burglary, stalking and blackmail. It was understood the police activity recently seen in Paynes Meadow 
was as a result of a police chase terminating in the area. It was noted that signage had been erected at 
the Little Holbury play area. After Cllr Jones raised the matter of the poplar tree that had fallen close to 
the War Memorial at the last meeting, a response had been received from Manjit Kaur, Senior Housing 
Officer, advising the remaining trees would be assessed and the damaged railings ‘put right’. On the 
matter of updating the Emergency Plan Cllr Jones reminded those present that it should be a matter to 
be left until the new Council is formed after the election. 

06/04
Planning
Decisions to Note
Although formal notification was awaited it was understood that the extension to warehouse space at 
Highfield had been consented along with the electricity mast/pylon connections associated with the 
solar farm.
Applications to Consider
Application No. S.24/0439/VAR
1 Manor Farm House, School Lane, Whitminster.
Variation of condition.
Council  resolved to object to this application due to potential overlooking issues relating to the 
neighbouring  property,  inadequate  car  parking  provision  for  the  proposed  revised  number  of 
bedrooms and associated matters. 
Application No. S.24/0308/FUL
Sandfurlong Cottage, Whitminster Lane, Whitminster.
Change of use from paddock to residential garden.
It was noted that this related to the residential property of Cllr Mrs Younger. There had been no 
representations made to Council  from neighbours or interested parties and no objections raised 
during the meeting. As a result it was felt most appropriate to not comment on this application and 
leave the matter to be determined my the handling Planning Officer.
S.24/0477/TCA
Land to the South East of Stonepitts Bridge, Footpath 21, Whitminster.
Trees in a Conservation Area – removal of 3 x willow.
Council had no objections to raise.
S.24/0486/TPO
1 Upton’s Garden, Whitminster.
Various tree works.
As this application did not involve any removal of trees Council resolved to leave the matter to be 
determined by the Tree Officer without observation.
Local Plan & Other Planning Matters



On the Local Plan Cllr Jones informed the meeting that a pause had been agreed in the process of 
review for 10 months to allow 7 months for consultation with ‘partners’ over the Inspectors’ concerns 
and 3 months for consultation on any changes, if needed, before resuming in December, 2024. There 
had nee no further changes to this.
There was nothing further received from Planning Enforcement following on from last communication 
received by Cllr Jones.
It was noted that the applications pending for up to 100 houses and up to 45 houses on land off of  
School Lane would be considered at the meeting of the Development Control Committee on 9th April 
with the larger number being recommended for refusal and the smaller number approval. Cllr Jones  
would speak at the meeting as Ward Councillor (as he could not participate as a DCC member) and Cllr 
Paynter would speak on behalf of the Council.

07/04
Highways & Byways
As reported at previous meetings, correspondence had finally been received on the matter of the 
Community Speedwatch Fund with further details requested on suitable sites for the equipment to be 
located. A minimum of three had been requested and these would be verified to ensure suitability  
before the matter could proceed. The Clerk had identified 12 locations that had been submitted for 
consideration and a response was awaited. However, an email had been received from the Project  
Officer advising she was leaving the Council and hence a delay in processing was expected. 
With regard to  the obstructed footpath EWH26 adjacent  to  Whitminster  Court,  Cllr  Davies  had 
requested a copy of the Notice issued under the Highways Act 1980, Section 130A(1) to follow up at  
the County Council and this had been supplied along with a further copy sent to the Chief Executive, 
Peter Bungard. Cllr Davies had been asked to follow up and advised that the matter was in the system 
but was yet to receive any allocation of resources.
It was noted the surfacing work was planned for School Lane in the near future with road closure  
notices posted.
There had bene no further updates from Gary Wilson on the matters discussed at the recent meeting 
but it was noted that the roadside grip cleaning has been carried out at Packthorne Corner.

08/04
Skate Ramp
To progress following the election of the new Council and completion of the bank account opening.

09/04
Solar Farm
There was nothing further to report for the time being other than to note the commencement of 
works on site and that an invoice had been raised for the payment of the £40,000 community fund, as 
previously advised, but payment was still awaited. Both the Clerk and Chairman had chased Michael  
Baker but the delay was put down to ‘internal processes’ but this would be followed up again.

10/04
Accounts
Accounts for Payment
CPRE – Annual Membership £36.00
Whitminster Sports Club – Defibrillator Electricity Usage £44.19 
(replacement cheque)
Clerk’s Salary and expenses (including wheelie bin stickers) £14,530.99
An invoice was received from Parish Online for mapping software in the sum of £67.20 and it was 
agreed that payment would be placed on hold to await input from Cllr Paynter at the next meeting.



Other Financial Matters
A donation had been agreed to support the work of Guideposts within the village in the sum of £100:00 
following past representations by a local volunteer. However, no contact details had been provided.  
An email address of fhumphries@guideposts.co.uk was obtained and the Clerk would follow up. 
In regard to Audit, a request for additional information had been addressed and a response awaited.

11/04
Correspondence
The following items of correspondence were received:
Information on training and support for developing Biodiversity Action Plans.
Severn Voice Agenda for meeting of 13th March at Hardwicke Village Hall and Minutes of November 
2023 meeting.
Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine.
Severn Voice meeting minutes.
District Council grass cutting and memorial plaque report.
Trow Magazine.
Councils Connected newsletter.
Other electronic correspondence had been circulated between meetings. 

12/04
Chairman’s Items, County Councillor & District Councillor’s Report
All Parish related Chairman’s matters had been considered during the meeting. Cllr Jones had nothing 
to add relating to District Council matters as the council was in a state of purdah given the upcoming 
District Council elections.
A  written report  was  received from County  Councillor  Stephen Davies  informing Council  of  the  
following County Council matters:

 Stroud library would shortly reopen following flooding.
 Drop-in sessions were being held to consider proposed changes to adult social care.
 Fire Service is consulting on changes.
 Awareness campaign being launches on issues around hoarding.
 100 EV chargers had been installed by the County Council.
 Illegal vapes had been seized by Trading Standards.
 £6m is being awarded to the County Council to fund electric buses.

13/04
Other Business
Playing Field Pavilion – Cllr Jones gave a brief update on the new pavilion project and the concrete base 
that would hopefully be installed shortly.
Annual Parish Meeting – Wednesday 15th May was reaffirmed as the date for the Annual Parish 
Meeting to commence at 7pm to be followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council immediately 
afterwards  at  7:30pm  or  shortly  thereafter.  Cllr  Jones  advised  he  would  be  attending  a  final  
Conservative Group meeting at Stroud District Council that evening at 6pm and would arrive at the  
Village Hall as soon as possible.
Parish Election – Members present were reminded to complete their election expense forms in due 
course.

14/04
Future Agenda Items
None other than to note that the next meeting would be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and 
hence the relevant elections and appointments would need be attended to.
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There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:02pm.

CHAIRMAN – Wednesday 15  th   May, 2024.  


