
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN  WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL  AT  7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 3  rd   

JULY, 2024.

The  Chairman  welcomed  all  present  to  the  meeting  including  the  4  members  of  the  public  in 
attendance  at  the  start  of  the  meeting  (reducing  to  3  as  the  meeting  progressed)  and  County 
Councillor Stephen Davies. 

Public Forum
The members of the public present were afforded an opportunity to raise any matters or concerns. 
Mr Bob Clewes, a resident of School Lane outside of the 30mph limit, voiced concerns relating to traffic 
problems associated with the Solar Farm construction. He also passed comments on general speeds 
along School Lane; the expected increase in traffic volumes arising from the development consented in 
the field adjacent to Highfield House, as well as the site near the doctors’ surgery in Frampton-on-
Severn, and asked if any traffic calming measures were under consideration. Cllr Paynter recounted 
the discussions he had entered into with the Solar Farm Project Managers and County Councillor 
Davies suggested a temporary speed limit similar to that applied to the Ebley Bypass during recent 
works. The Clerk advised that a response was awaited from County Council Highways on scoping  
proposals for village gateways. There was also discussion concerning the road condition survey that 
was  to  have  been undertaken  before  the  commencement  of  the  Solar  Farm works;  the  Traffic 
Management Plan and issues concerning lorries leaving the village and turning right onto the A38 as 
well as cutting across pavements – a matter raised by Mr Tim Douglas. Other topics discussed included 
gulley cleaning; hazardous trees in proximity to footpaths (the copse close to the Highfield Nurseries 
site); an unexpected road closure on School Lane and, raised by Cllr Jones, the fact that the District  
Council  had advised that a reduced schedule of mowing of public grassed areas would result  in 
capacity for more litter picking but that appears not to be the case. 

00/07
Present
There were 6 Parish Councillors present including Councillors Paynter (Chairman), Hay (Vice-Chair), 
Braidford, Mrs Gilmore, Jones and Mrs Younger. The Clerk and 4 members of the public were in 
attendance at the start of the meeting along with County Councillor Stephen Davies.

01/07
Apologies
An apology was received from District Councillor Richard Maisey.

02/07
Declarations of Interest
Cllr Jones declared an interest in regard to Item 12 (iii), as Chair of the Whitminster Village Hall and  
Playing Field Management Committee, given the item related to a request for grant aid.
Cllr  Mrs Younger declared an interest  in  regard to Item 8 (ii)  as  the planning application to be  
considered related to her private residential property.

03/07
Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting of 5th  June 2024 meeting were signed as a true record of the proceedings 
subject to the following amendments:
06/06 Local Plan & other Planning Matters – 2nd line –‘Local’ changed to read ‘Local Plan’. 



07/06 Highways & Byway – 5th line - ‘bene’ changed to read ‘been’.
07/06 Highways & Byway – 6th line - ‘Davies’ changed to read ‘Wilson’.
07/06 Highways & Byway – 8th line – ‘Davies’ changed to read ‘Wilson’.
00/06 Solar Farm – 3rd line – ‘wad’ changed to read ‘was had’.

04/07
Matters Arising
Cllr Mrs Younger advised that after completing and submitting her Election Expenses form, albeit after 
the posted cut-off date, she had heard nothing more from SDC Electoral Services. The Clerk had also  
received no further communication on the matter.
It was noted that a vacancy for one councillor remained open and informal advertising of the role had 
not prompted any enquiries. The vacancy would remain open with reminders to be issued from time to 
time and Councillors to refer any interested parishioners they might come across to the Clerk.
There had been no further uptake by residents wishing to display the ’20 is plenty’ bin stickers.
Cllr Paynter informed Council that he had not yet had an opportunity to walk the trees of the Grove 
End Farm site to consider any that might be suitable for protection but he hoped to do so during the  
coming quiet holiday period. 
Cllr Hay had followed up with Persimmon Homes on matters concerning their retained play areas but 
he had received no substantive response. 
It was noted that the various estate agents’ sale boards posted around the village in locations not  
forming part of the properties for sale had largely been removed and Cllr Mrs younger was thanked for 
her efforts in this regard. She confirmed she would follow up on a couple remaining and monitor the 
situation going forward. 
Apologies were received from Cllr Richard Maisey, as detailed above. The decision he had reached 
with his co-councillor to split the parishes between them was discussed and some concerns voiced that 
the Clerk would raise. This related mainly to planning matters.
It was noted that no further work or repairs had been carried out following tree storm damage on the 
public land and railings adjacent to the War Memorial. The Chairman agreed to follow this up and 
would liaise with Cllr Maisey if necessary.

05/07
County Councillor & District Councillor Reports
County Councillor Stephen Davies reported that Local Government had been quiet due to the election 
period. At a full meeting of the County Council topics had included the Fire Brigade remaining under 
special measures due to diversity issues, although they were performing very well at fighting fires and 
providing services; various pot hole schemes being seen to make a significant different throughout the 
County; Fix My Street being a major step forward in reporting highway and other issues; a holiday  
school meal initiative and a motion concerning Thames Water.
On local matters Cllr Davies advised he was working on a solution to complete carriageway works to  
Hyde Lane. Also, whilst a District matter, he was pressing for the issue of planning alerts that cross 
parish boundaries to be addressed. He drew to Council’s attention the consultation relating to the 
proposed crematorium on the A38 near Claypits and there was a general discussion relating to the 
pressures on the development of flat land near motorway junctions. Finally, Cllr Davies agreed to look 
into the issue of the unexpected closure of the footpaths that cross the Solar Farm development site.
In submitting his apology for absence District Cllr Maisey similarly said things had been quiet with no 
District matters to report on and he was absent due to his involvement in the campaign for the election 
of the Labour candidate in the General Election.



06/07
Police & Community Safety Issues
Cllr Hay advised that he would be happy to take forward reviewing the Parish Emergency Plan when he 
could find some time to do so.
There had been no update from any Neighbourhood Warden, although it was noted that it remained 
the case that there was no dedicated warden covering the Parish. 
From PCSO Trebble details were received as to how to upload any footage to the police, say dash cam 
footage following an accident, as well as how to be alerted to a request for any CCTV or information  
relating to an incident. 
Cllr Hay had looked up crime statistics for the Parish and noted 3 crimes details during April being 2 
vehicle thefts and 1 assault. One new notice board had been damaged and required gluing to repair. 
Cllr Jones asked if the areas of long grass on District Council maintained common areas could be  
monitored due to the potential fire risk. It was also agreed that this could be raised with Cllr Maisey 
when he attends a future meeting.
It was noted that a bin lorry regularly disregards the A38 crossroads ‘left turn only’ when emerging  
from Grove Lane.

07/07
Community Fund
After some discussion a vote was taken on the maximum level of support that would be offered to any 
project in a single financial  year.  The proposal  was that for the first two full  years of operation 
(2024/2025 & 2025/2026) this be capped at £1,000 per project. The vote was recorded as three 
councillors in favour of the motion and two against. The Chairman did not vote. The vote was duly  
carried. Consideration would be given to how to promote the availability of the fund and a simple, 
easily comparable scoping matrix to assist in deciding awards. Although a cap per application was 
determined an annual maximum spend remained to be resolved.

08/07
Planning
Decisions to Note
Hawthorn Cottage, School Lane, Whitminster, Gloucestershire GL2 7NT
Ref. No: S.24/0641/HHOLD
Erection of a porch.
Permitted.
22 Parklands Orchard, Whitminster, Gloucestershire GL2 7PE
Ref. No: S.24/0891/CPL
Installation of 14 solar panels on roof.
Permitted.

Applications to Consider
Application No. S.24/1192/HHOLD
Sandfurlong Cottage, Whitminster Lane, Whitminster, Gloucestershire GL2 7PJ
Erection of annexe ancillary to host dwelling.
(Note: residential property in which Cllr Younger has an interest).
Cllr Mrs Younger withdrew from the meeting during Council’s discussion.
Council resolved to oppose the application for the following reasons:

 The application does not comply with Policy HC7 in that there is no clear justification
given as to why the building is necessary to provide accommodation for a dependent
relative or full-time carer. Whilst the Design and Access statement refers to the
intention being for it to be occupied by a parental relative it does not address any
appropriate need.



 Policy HC7 also states that the criteria that must be satisfied includes that the annexe
must be linked to the main dwelling by door/s and also that it can be readily
converted to form an extension to the main dwelling in the event that family health
circumstances no longer apply. This application does not meet these criteria.
 The design and scale of the proposed development exceeds the likely needs and is
not sufficiently subservient to the host dwelling.
 As the proposed development does not comply with policy HC7 it would therefore
constitute new development in the open countryside and outside of the defined
settlement boundary.
 The positioning of the proposed development appears to form ribbon development
within an isolated hamlet setting to the periphery of the village. A better positioning
for an annexe of this type would be to the rear of the property and not disrupting the
street scene. As things stand the application would not be in accordance with the

principles set out in the Whitminster Village Design Statement that is adopted as
supplementary planning guidance.

Local Plan & Other Planning Matters
On the Local it was noted that there were unlikely to be any further developments before the end of  
the year and therefore there was nothing more to report.
There was nothing further  received from SDC Planning Enforcement  following on from the last  
communication received by Cllr Jones when he was Chair.  However, the new District Councillor, 
Robert Brown, had agreed to continue following up but nothing had been heard and this would appear 
to now rest with Cllr Maisey who Council had yet to meet. Cllr Paynter also stated that he would make 
a  fresh  complaint  and  ask  what  action  would  now  be  taken  following  the  refusal  of  previous 
applications to regularise the situation.
No responses had been received from either Griffith Bunce or Gerladine LeCointe in reply to questions 
raised previously on the matter of consultation concerning planning applications that cross parish 
boundaries and, again, this would be an issue to raise with Cllr Maisey.
Concerning the Solar Farm construction phase, concern was voiced with regard to compliance of  
conditions on traffic movements. The applied conditions had been researched and circulated. The 
matter was generally discussed during the Public Forum.

09/07
Highways & Byways
On footpaths, Cllr Paynter had submitted two issues via Fix My Street and, thus far, had found it to be a 
good system. Whether any action would follow remained to be seen.
On other highway matters work to various ditches appeared to have been carried out; it was noted  
that Solar Farm site deliveries should be between 9am and 3pm and, as touched on elsewhere, work 
had not followed on after the damage to the railings near the War Memorial caused by a District  
Council tree.

10/07
Skate Ramp
A  further  brief  discussion  was  had  as  to  possible  ways  to  fund  the  replacement  ramp  more 
economically than pursuing the proposed loan with a loan being an option to ‘backfill’ resources in 



the event of a contingency being needed for unexpected threats facing the village. On the matter of  
the ramp, it was agreed that an order be placed subject to a final site inspection and review of revised 
pricing. A site meeting would be arranged with the proposed contractor.

11/07
Solar Farm
The Clerk reported that he had reviewed the planning submissions and the wheel washing facilities  
required under the planning submissions extended only to have available a pressure washer on site for 
this purpose. All other Solar Farm related matters had been discussed in other sections of the meeting.

12/07
Accounts
Accounts for Payment
T. W Hawkins & Sons Grass cutting £1,120:06
Play Inspection Company Play Area Inspection £153:00
David J Davies Verge Cutting £256:72
WVH&PFMC Hall Hire £30:00
D Lord T Douglas Gift Voucher £100:00
Other Financial Matters
The balance at the bank was confirmed as £93,947:64 on 1st July, 2024. 

13/07
Correspondence
The following items of correspondence were received:
Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine.
CPRE Gloucestershire Views magazine.
Severn Voice meeting details.
Other electronic correspondence had been circulated between meetings. 

14/07
Chairman’s Items
Cllr Paynter sought approval for a training course he wished to attend on 23rd July at a cost of 
£45:00 and this was agreed by all.

15/07
Other Business
Playing Field Pavilion – Cllr Jones gave a brief update on the progress of the new pavilion advising the 
next phase of the work would be screed that was awaited and Passmores would be returning to site.  
Funding was awaited for toilets, showers etc.

CIL Funding – A discussion was had concerning future projects to which CIL funding could be allocated 
from consented development sites. Proposals included bus shelters; village walks projects & school 
classrooms. A list would be maintained to have ready for funding and details on the SDC general CIL  
fund and the application process would be obtained. Due to the late hour this was not discussed 
further at this meeting.

General – Cllr Mrs Gilmore provided apologies in advance for the fact that she would be unable to  
attend the September meeting.

16/07



Future Agenda Items
None.
The opportunity for District and County Councillors to report, address the meeting and answer any 
questions would be move to closer to the start of the meeting with effect from the next meeting.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10:42pm.

CHAIRMAN – Wednesday 4  th   September, 2024.  


