
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN  WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL  AT  7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 5  th   

JUNE, 2024.

The  Chairman  welcomed  all  present  to  the  meeting  including  the  2  members  of  the  public  in 
attendance. 

Public Forum
The members of the public present were afforded an opportunity to raise any matters or concerns. 
Mr Tim Douglas thanked Council for what he described as the very generous gift he had received on  
stepping down from Council, in the form of a gift voucher for Highfield Garden World. He advised it had 
already spent and his purchase would soon be seen.

00/06
Present
There were 6 Parish Councillors present including Councillors Paynter (Chairman), Hay (Vice-Chair), 
Braidford, Mrs Gilmore, Jones and Mrs Younger. The Clerk and 2 members of the public were in 
attendance.

01/06
Apologies
None.
Under this item the attendance of District & County Councillors was discussed. It was acknowledged 
that they had a number of Parishes to serve and hence could not attend every meeting. However, it  
was agreed that written updates be asked for in order to cover pertinent events if possible and for  
when they could attend the item of their reports be moved to follow after Matters Arising so they need 
not stay for the duration of any meeting.

02/06
Declarations of Interest
None relating to agenda items.

03/06
Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting of 15th  May 2024 meeting were signed as a true record of the proceedings 
subject to the following amendments:
02/05 Parish Council Election Results – 6th line – missing ‘l’ from Cllr Russell Hay’s name. 
02/05 Parish Council Election Results – 10th line – ‘Clly’ changed to read ‘Cllr’.
12/05 Highways & Byway - last line ‘consent’ changed to replace ‘conset’.

04/06
Matters Arising
As Cllr  Mrs  Younger  had been absent  from the last  meeting she duly  completed the necessary 
Declaration of Acceptance of  Office paperwork and also confirmed that she had completed and 
submitted her Election Expenses form as promptly as possible following her return from holiday, albeit 
after the posted cut-off date.
It was noted that a vacancy for one councillor remained open and informal advertising of the role had 
not prompted any enquiries. The Clerk would therefore liaise with the Electoral Department as to the 
process to be followed and any notices required as time moves further from the election period.



The Clerk advised that the minutes for the Annual Parish Meeting had been drafted to include relevant 
reports in full but the Chairman’s Report, supplied in hard copy format, had not printed and had 
several missing sections. Cllr Jones would look to provide a complete copy by email.

05/06
Police & Community Safety Issues
There had been no update from any Neighbourhood Warden, although it was noted that it remained 
the case that there was no dedicated warden covering the Parish. From PCSO Trebble details were 
received as to how to upload any footage to the police, say dash cam footage following an accident,  
and also how to be alerted to a request for any CCTV or information relating to an incident.
In regard to the investigation into the break in at the former Playing Field Pavilion, Cllr Jones informed 
the meeting that it appeared to be concluded with no further action proposed.
There was no further update concerning the matter of the poplar tree that had fallen close to the War 
Memorial and the follow-up that Cllr Jones had requested of the District Council.
The ’20 is plenty’ wheelie bin speed stickers remained available with, so far, very little uptake from the 
wider village as reported previously.
Cllr Hay confirmed he was taking forward the review of the Emergency Plan and would be addressing 
the formatting as well as ensuring that any sensitive information is stored separately.
Cllr Braidford raised the issue of speeding in the proximity of the village school throughout the day and 
also during school start and end times. The construction traffic serving the solar farm site was also  
raised as a concern with any specific planning conditions to be investigated. This led into a discussion 
concerning potential village gateways to be revisited, in light of the recently consented new residential 
development site off of School Lane, and also the extension of the 30mph limit beyond the point of 
entry into the village as it stands at present. A suggestion was made that a petition could be started  
with the involvement of the Acting Head at the School. However, the first action would be to reopen 
the discussion with the Highways Area Manager, Gary Wilson, who had agreed to investigate the initial 
feasibility.

06/06
Planning
Decisions to Note
Application No. S.24/0308/FUL
Sandfurlong Cottage, Whitminster Lane, Whitminster, Gloucestershire GL2 7PJ
The application for change of use to residential curtilage from paddock had been withdrawn (Note: 
residential property in which Cllr Younger has an interest).
Applications to Consider
Application No. S.24/0891/CPL
22 Parklands Orchard, Whitminster, Gloucestershire GL2 7PE
Installation of 14 solar panels to roof.
Council had not been invited to comment on this application and chose to make no observations.
Local Plan & Other Planning Matters
On the Local it was noted that there were unlikely to be any further developments before December 
There  was  nothing  further  received  from  Planning  Enforcement  following  on  from  the  last 
communication received by Cllr  Jones.  However,  the new District  Councillor,  Robert  Brown, had 
agreed to continue following up.
Cllr Paynter again advised that he had not forgotten to inspect the trees currently located on the Grove 
Lane site and would do so shortly.
Concerning the solar farm construction concern was voiced with regard to compliance over conditions 
on traffic movements. The applied conditions were to be researched and the matter raised with 
Michael Baker and the two new District Councillors.



07/06
Highways & Byways
Steve Roberts of the Canal Trust had been in touch to discuss creating new circular walks. Cllr Paynter 
advised  he  would  be  meeting  with  him  along  with  representatives  from Fromebridge  Mill  and 
Highfield Garden World along with others to consider the production of a new brochure.
It was noted that stretches of the A38 would be closed during the coming month for resurfacing works. 
Again, it was noted that there had bene limited take up of the ’20 is plenty’ wheelie bin signs.
The Area Highways Manager, Gary Davies, was to be contacted over the visibility splays approaching 
the A38 roundabout that were yet to be cut back. South of the roundabout was especially bad. It was 
also reported that County Cllr Stephen Davies was to speak with Gary Davies on the matter of the 
potential resurfacing of the remainder of Hyde Lane leading towards Jaxons Farm.

08/06
Skate Ramp
A discussion was had as to possible ways to fund the replacement ramp more economically than 
pursuing the proposed loan with a loan being an option to ‘backfill’  resources in the event of a 
contingency being needed for unexpected threats facing the village. On the matter of the ramp, it was 
agreed that an order be placed subject to a final site inspection and revised pricing.

09/06
Solar Farm
The  community  fund  payment  of  £40,000  had  been  received.  It  was  agreed  that  a  means  of  
administration be investigated with a proposal made that the maximum grant, for the first two years at 
least, should be £1,000 per proposed project. A further discussion wad on conditions relating to the 
solar farm site development and working hours along with wheel washing facilities.

10/06
Accounts
Accounts for Payment
None.
Other Financial Matters
A donation had been agreed to support the work of Guideposts within the village in the sum of £100:00 
following past representations by a local volunteer. The cheque in payment had been agreed at the  
previous meeting and was awaiting signatories. It was therefore now signed in meeting.
The balance at the bank was confirmed as £94,097.64 with effect from 5th June, 2024, following receipt 
of the solar farm payment.

11/06
Correspondence
The following items of correspondence were received:
Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine.
CPRE Gloucestershire Views magazine.
Various promotional fliers concerning 80th Anniversary of D-Day merchandise.
Other electronic correspondence had been circulated between meetings. 

12/06
Chairman’s Items, County Councillor & District Councillor’s Report
There were no Chairman’s items other than to consider future CIL projects that was subsequently  
discussed under Other Business. There were no District or County Council reports.



13/06
Other Business
Playing Field Pavilion – Cllr Jones gave a brief update on the progress of the new pavilion advising the 
next phase of the work would be the arrival of the new building the following week. Assembly would 
take around one month but the school would soon be able to start making use of parts of the car park.
CIL Funding – A discussion was had concerning future projects to which CIL funding could be allocated 
from consented development sites. Proposals included bus shelters; village walks projects & school 
classrooms. A list would be maintained to have ready for funding and details on the SDC general CIL  
fund and the application process would be obtained.
General – Mr Tim Douglas was present and asked if he might like to keep Council informed of church 
related matters at any future meetings he is attending as and when there is news to report.
Comment was made on the number of estates agents ‘For Sale’ boards that had appeared around the 
village  and  not  affixed  to  the  subject  property  for  sale.  This  was  to  be  followed  up  via  the 
Neighbourhood Warden and Cllr Mrs Younger agreed to call the relevant agents and complain directly 
as well.

14/06
Future Agenda Items
Future projects that could be the focus of CIL funding would be developed in subsequent agendas but 
the creation of appropriate rules for the application of the ‘Community Fund’ would be the topic of the 
next meeting.
The opportunity for District and County Councillors to report, address the meeting and answer any 
questions would be move to closer to the start of the meeting with effect from the next meeting.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:05pm.

CHAIRMAN – Wednesday 3  rd   July, 2024.  


