
MINUTES  OF  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  WHITMINSTER  PARISH 
COUNCIL  HELD  IN  WHITMINSTER  VILLAGE  HALL  AT  7:30PM  ON 
WEDNESDAY 15  th   MAY, 2024.  

The  Chairman  welcomed  all  present  to  the  meeting  including  the  5  members  of  the  public  in 
attendance initially, that included Mr Graham Braidford and newly elected District Councillor Robert  
Brown.

Public Forum
The members of the public present were afforded an opportunity to raise any matters or concerns. Mr 
Tim Douglas commented on the condition of pavements in School Lane and also the speed of traffic.

00/05
Present
There were 4 Parish Councillors present including Councillors Jones (Chairman), Paynter (Vice-Chair), 
Mrs Gilmore & Hay. The Clerk, District Councillor Robert Brown and 4 members of the public were in  
attendance including former Parish Councillor Graham Braidford.

01/05
Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Mrs Younger who was away on holiday. Mrs Honor 
Jones had also sent her apologies.

02/05
Parish Council Election Results
The Parish Election had been uncontested meaning all validly nominated persons were elected. This 
included:
John Jones
David Paynter
Patricia Gilmore
Russel Hay
Sarah Younger
Graham Braidford had wished to stand but, having been away, was unable to submit papers in time. He 
was present at the meeting and confirmed he wished to apply to be co-opted. This was proposed by 
Cllr  Hay and seconded by Clly  Paynter and he was duly co-opted onto Council  leaving one seat 
remaining vacant following the resignation of Tim Douglas shortly before the election.
Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms were completed by all present and countersigned by the 
Clerk. A number of Election Expense forms were completed and handed in at the meeting for the Clerk 
to pass on. A reminder was issued concerning the due date.

03/05
Election of Chair
Cllr Jones advised that, being some 25yrs since he took the helm, he felt it time for someone new to  
take on the role of Chair. Although he was very keen to remain on the Parish Council, as of course he  
had demonstrated by seeking re-election, as there were various projects and ongoing issues facing the 
village that he would like to see through to a conclusion. Cllr Jones asked Cllr Paynter if he would like to 
take on the Chairmanship and he confirmed he would. He was proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by 
Cllr  Hay.  There  were  no  other  nominations  and  so  Cllr  Paynter  was  duly  elected  Chairman  of 
Whitminster Parish Council. He accepted the role and thanked Cllr Jones for the dedicated service he 



had given the Council and the Village both as Chairman (and as well as a Councillor before he took on 
that role) and also as District Councillor for many years when he had worked tirelessly pursuing 
interests relevant to the village. All were in agreement and showed their appreciation.

04/05
Appointment of Vice Chair
Cllr Paynter appointed Cllr Hay to this position.

05/05
Appointment of Responsible Financial Officer
The Clerk was appointed to this role.

06/05
Appointment of Representatives and Special Responsibilities
Cllr Mrs Gilmore agreed to remain as representative on the Whitminster Village Hall & Playing Field 
Management Committee; Cllr Paynter would retain footpaths and watercourses; Cllr Hay the website 
and social media promotion and Cllr Braidford informal play area inspections.

07/05
Declarations of Interest
None relating to agenda items.

08/05
Minutes
The Minutes of 3rd April 2024 meeting were signed as a true record of the proceedings subject to the  
following amendments:
04/04 – Matters Arising – 5th line changed to read ‘one’ rather than ‘once’.
06/04 – Planning – 3rd line changed to read ‘been’ rather than ‘bene’.
06/04 – Planning – 18th line changed to read ‘by’ rather than ‘my’.
06/04 – Planning – 32nd line changed to read ‘been’ rather than ‘bene’.
07/04 – Highways & Bywayd – 10th line changed to read ‘been’ rather than ‘bene’.

09/05
Matters Arising
Cllr Jones advised that he had been approached by the developer of the site between Upton’s Garden 
and the Playing Field asking for a name to be suggested. Council discussed the matter and settled on 
Upton’s Pitch. Cllr Jones agreed to convey the choice to the developer.
At this stage in the meeting District Councillor Robert Brown was invited to introduce himself and  
there was a general discussion concerning some of the frustrations of receiving responses from the  
District Council that he agreed to follow up.

10/05
Police & Community Safety Issues
There had been no update from any Neighbourhood Warden, although it was noted there was no 
dedicated warden covering the Parish, and nothing received from PCSO Trebble.
Cllr  Jones had previously  raised the matter of  the poplar  tree that  had fallen close to the War  
Memorial. This had been cleared away but had caused damage to the railings and there was concern  
regarding the trees that remained. This has been raised with Stroud District Council and a reply had  
now been received. Although the matter was to be dealt with as a priority and nothing more had been 
heard.



The ’20 is plenty’ wheelie bin speed stickers had been received but so far there had been no uptake  
from the wider village.
A copy of the Frampton-on-Severn Emergency Plan had been previously circulated. It contained a 
significant focus on the activities of a voluntary group set up to provide assistance within that Parish.  
Therefore, it might only assist as a template for Whitminster if a similar number of volunteers could be 
identified. Cllr Hay agreed to consider the matter and this would now be taken forward by the ‘new’  
Council.

11/05
Planning
Decisions to Note
No formal decisions had been received but Cllr Jones advised he was aware of decisions reached 
relating to trees in Upton’s Garden and 1 Manor Farm House. It was also known that the planning 
committee had refused the proposal for 100 houses off of School Lane and has granted consent for 45 
adjacent to School Field Close, as Cllrs Jones and Paynter had attended and made representations. 
However, decision notices had not yet been issued.
Applications to Consider
Application No. S.24/0641/HHOLD
Hawthorn Cottage, School Lane, Whitminster, Glos.
Erection of a porch.
S.23/1484/REM
Land at M5 Junction 13 West of Stonehouse, Eastington, Glos.
Reserved matters application relating to 5,000 capacity football stadium.
Councillors had reviewed the details in advance of the meeting and remained concerned regarding car 
parking provision. Therefore, the comments previously made were reaffirmed. 
Local Plan & Other Planning Matters
On the Local Plan Cllr Jones informed the meeting that a pause had been agreed in the process of 
review for 10 months to allow 7 months for consultation with ‘partners’ over the Inspectors’ concerns 
and 3 months for consultation on any changes, if needed, before resuming in December, 2024.
There was nothing further received from Planning Enforcement following on from last communication 
received by Cllr Jones.
Councils comments had not appeared in relation to matters considered during February and this was 
being followed up with the SDC Planning Department.
Cllr Paynter again advised that he had not forgotten to inspect the trees currently located on the Grove 
Lane site and would do so as soon as better weather comes.

12/05
Highways & Byways
As reported at recent meetings,  correspondence had finally been received on the matter of the 
Community Speedwatch Fund with further details requested on suitable sites for the equipment to be 
located. A minimum of three had been requested and these would be verified to ensure suitability  
before the matter could proceed. The Clerk had identified 12 locations that had been submitted for 
consideration and a response had been awaited.  However,  notification had since been received 
advising that the office dealing with the scheme had left and therefore there would be a delay until  
someone new is in post and can pick matters up.
Cllr Paynter advised that he had still not received any acknowledgement from the Water Resources 
Engineer at Stroud District Council, Tom Barrett, as has been discussed with Cllr Robert Brown. He had 
followed up.
With regard to  the obstructed footpath EWH26 adjacent  to  Whitminster  Court,  Cllr  Davies  had 
requested a copy of the Notice issued under the Highways Act 1980, Section 130A(1) to follow up at  
the County Council and this had been supplied along with a further copy sent to the Chief Executive, 



Peter Bungard. A response was received via Cllr Davies that this had now been passed on to the Public 
Rights of Way Officer but resources still meant it was not a high priority.
Cllr Paynter reported on footpath matters in general.
Nothing more had been heard from Gary Wilson, Highways Area Manager, and it was agreed that he  
should be pressed to take forward design investigations concerning village gateways especially in the 
light of the recent development conset.

13/05
Skate Ramp
A discussion was had as to possible ways to fund the replacement ramp more economically than 
pursuing the proposed loan. This would be the subject of further when more time would be available.

14/05
Solar Farm
There was nothing further to report for the time being other than to note the commencement of 
works on site and that an invoice had been raised for the payment of the £40,000 community fund and 
payment was awaited. The payment was due to be made before works started and it was being 
pursued. Michael Baker of the former JBM Solar had stated that this was due to internal controls in 
place following the acquisition of the business

15/05
Accounts
Accounts for Payment
None.
Other Financial Matters
A donation had been agreed to support the work of Guideposts within the village in the sum of £100:00 
following past representations by a local volunteer. The cheque in payment had been agreed at the  
previous meeting and was awaiting signatories. It was therefore now signed in meeting.
The balance at the bank was confirmed as £54,097.64 with effect from 1st May, 2024.
An invoice had been received from Parish Online for mapping software. Council had not committed to 
this purchase but it was thought that a trial had previously been looked into. The Clerk was to follow up 
with Geoxphere Ltd.
In regard to Audit, a request for additional information had been addressed and a response awaited.
As a reminder,  the CIL payment due to come to the Parish Council from the new development of 11  
homes at Upton’s Garden, between Parklands House and the Playing Field, would be £21,322:22 and 
would be due on the commencement of the works in instalments over a period of 18 months.

16/05
Correspondence
The following items of correspondence were received:
Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine.
Councils Connected newsletter.
Stroud District Council eNews.
Parish Election papers.
Other electronic correspondence had been circulated between meetings. 

17/05
Chairman’s Items, County Councillor & District Councillor’s Report
There were no Chairman’s items. County Councillor Stephen Davies was on holiday and had not 
submitted a report whilst a discussion with newly elected Councillor Robert Brown took place earlier in 
the meeting.



18/05
Other Business
Playing Field Pavilion – Cllr Jones gave a brief update on the formation of the base for the new pavilion 
and the next phase of the work to include the Passmores timber frame and cladding. He advised that 
funding allocated from the Parklands Orchard development was being drawn down.

19/05
Future Agenda Items
None.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:45pm.

CHAIRMAN – Wednesday 5  th   June, 2024.  


