MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD
IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL AT 7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 4™
SEPTEMBER, 2024.

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting including the 6 members of the public in
attendance at the start of the meeting, County Councillor Stephen Davies, District Councillor Richard
Maisey and the Clerk.

Public Forum

Mr Nick Peters raised a number of issues including the remaining casual vacancy for one further Parish
Councillor — this had been promoted but no one had come forward as yet; that the village looked
untidy and the Council should shame residents into looking after the length of pavement adjacent to
their property and keep it free from weeds; that the long grass on District Council owned land was a
hazard and litter collecting trap (District Councillor Maisey agreed to feed back); that there remains a
parking issue in The Close and residents should be made aware that the concrete pad parking area off
of Vaisey Field is available for occupiers of The Close and also a suggestion that extra parking should
be created on grassed areas; and finally a summary of claimed business uses being carried out within
the village without the necessary planning consents and the failure of the Stroud District Council
Planning Enforcement team. The sad news that former Parish Councillors Jim Timms and Glyn Thomas
had recently died was duly noted and marked.

00/09

Present

There were 6 Parish Councillors present including Councillors Paynter (Chairman), Hay (Vice-Chair),
Braidford, Mrs Gilmore, Jones and Mrs Younger. The Clerk and 6 members of the public were in
attendance at the start of the meeting along with County Councillor Stephen Davies and District
Councillor Richard Maisey.

01/09

Apologies

There were no apologies received as no one was absent. However, there was some confusion noted
as apologies previously given in advance had related to the ‘next meeting’ when this was planned to
be the August meeting that did not take place.

02/09

Declarations of Interest

Clir Jones declared an interest in regard to Item 12 (ii), as Chair of the Whitminster Village Hall and
Playing Field Management Committee, given the item related to a request for grant aid.

03/09

Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday 3™ July, 2024, were signed as a true record without
amendment. A point of clarification was raised relating to comments made in the Public Forum that
the development site consented related that adjacent to ‘School Field Close and the track’. This was
noted but subject to the clarification that the Public Forum does not actually form part of the Parish
Council meeting.



04/09

Matters Arising

Cllr Hay advised that he was still happy to take forward reviewing the Parish Emergency Plan when he
could find some time to do so but he had been away. He hoped to be able to spend some time on this
in the near future and hopefully ahead of the October Parish Council meeting.

Clir Hay also agreed to promote the casual vacancy for a Parish Councillor again on the website and
social media and posters would be placed on the noticeboards.

Clir Hay had followed up again with Persimmon Homes on matters concerning their retained play
areas but had still received no substantive response. The hedge bordering the Little Holbury site had
been trimmed by a resident. It was noted that Trustgreen had been appointed as new managing
agents.

05/09
County Councillor & District Councillor Reports
District Councillor Richard Maisey reported on the full meeting of the District Council that had
occurred on 18™ July. The 5yr capital repair budget had been approved; annual report on audit &
standards and treasury management approved along with support in principle for Europride and the
appointment of a champion for litter. Under this item it was noted that no further work or repairs had
been carried out following tree storm damage on the public land and railings adjacent to the War
Memorial. The Chairman had followed this up, but the matter appeared to be running in circles at the
District Council. It was agreed that copy correspondence be provided to Cllr Maisey and he would take
on seeking action. He was also made aware of issues concerning planning including lack of
enforcement; applications that straddle two parishes and concerns over the handling of the Local Plan
process.
County Councillor Stephen Davies reported that a meeting of the full Council would take place the
following week; the Council was solvent and various initiatives were being taken forward including:

e Thriving Communities Grant — available all over the County.

e An adult social care worker had been nominated as Care Worker of the Year.

e Beavers were being encouraged in order to build ‘leaky dams’ that can mitigate the impact of

flooding.
e A new family hub opened in Stonehouse.
e Surplus funds were being used to bolster reserves and to commit an extra £2m to highways
projects.

e Library digital boot camps were being made available.
Discussion then followed covering the Local Plan re-consultation; the closure of School Lane for solar
farm related works (Clir Davies had quizzed why this was necessary along with the footpath closures
recently seen); weeds in gutters as a potential lengths men project; completion of works to Hyde Lan
and the issues surrounding heavy good vehicles accessing and egressing the solar farm site.

06/09

Police & Community Safety Issues

There had been no update from any Neighbourhood Warden, although it was understood that Sharon
Vaughan had been appointed to cover the area and it was hoped contact would be received from her
shortly.

There not other matters discussed under this item.

07/09

Community Fund

Following on from the last meeting when a vote was taken on the maximum level of support that
would be offered to any project in a single financial year and agreed that for the first two full years of
operation (2024/2025 & 2025/2026) this be capped at £1,000 per project, discussion was had as to




the maximum sum, across all applications that might be received, that could be awarded in any one
year. This was set at £5,000:00 per annum and agreed by all. An application process would be
considered, based on examples from neighbouring parishes, to be considered at a future meeting.

08/09

Planning

Decisions to Note

Application No. 5.24/1192/HHOLD

Sandfurlong Cottage, Whitminster Lane, Whitminster, Gloucestershire GL2 7P)

Erection of annexe ancillary to host dwelling.

Refused.

Applications to Consider

Application No. 5.24/1551/HHOLD

26 Parklands Orchard, Whitminster, Gloucestershire. GL2 7PE

Erection of rear garden pergola /sun shelter.

Council reviewed this application, raised no objections and passed no comment.

Local Plan & Other Planning Matters

District Cllr Maisey had agreed to follow up on matters relating to planning enforcement, particularly
concerning the commercial units development in the car park of the Whitminster Inn. Clir Paynter has
submitted a fresh report to the District Council.

No responses had been received from either Griffith Bunce or Gerladine LeCointe in reply to questions
raised previously on the matter of consultation concerning planning applications that cross parish
boundaries and, again, this was referred to Clir Maisey.

Concerning the Solar Farm construction phase, concern was again voiced with regard to compliance
of conditions on traffic movements. The applied conditions had been researched and circulated. The
matter was generally discussed during the Public Forum and under District and County Councillors
reports above. Clir Paynter would also be following up between meetings with the site management.
There was nothing further to report on the Local Plan beyond matters discussed earlier in the meeting
relating to a new consultation. As Council has responded previously it would be afforded an
opportunity to comment, if relevant, but no new consultees would be entertained.

09/09

Highways & Byways

On footpaths, Clir Paynter had submitted issues using Fix My Street and, so far, had found it to be a
good system.

On other highway matters, concern over drainage issues to School Lane following the solar farm
hardstanding work had been referred to Gary Wilson, Area Highways Manager.

Notification of a road closure relating to Sellars Road, Hardwick had been received.

Other highway matters had been covered elsewhere during the meeting.

10/09

Skate Ramp

Clirs Paynter, Hay and the Clerk had met with the proposed contractor and agreed a revised position
and clarified a number of points. One question was raised as to if the shipping container at the end of
the new Playing Field Pavilion could be repositioned elsewhere on the site or moved to be flush with
the front of the Pavilion. Mrs Honor Jones, on behalf of the Whitminster Village Hall & Playing Field
Management Committee agreed that this would be looked into. Further design drawings were
awaited with a view to placing an order imminently.



11/09
Solar Farm
Solare farm matters had been discussed mainly during District and County Councillor reports.

12/09

Accounts

Accounts for Payment

David J Davies Verge Cutting £256:72

A receipt was received for payment of invoice number WVH-2024-46 for meeting room hire paid on
12th July, 2024.

Other Financial Matters

Whitminster Village Hall & Playing Field Management Committee — Request for financial support
regarding solar panel proposal — The committee had requested support for an application for grant
funding to provide for a solar array to be installed on the Village Hall roof. The pressing reason for this
being to reduce utility costs that were perceived as reducing hall hire bookings because of the increase
in hire rates necessary to pass the cost on. There was some wider discussion as to whether this was
the fundamental reason bookings were down; if costs could be mitigated by other means such as
reducing the range and service offered by the bar; whether the quotes obtained provided the best
system to address the pattern of use at the hall and issues around the wider integration of heating
systems and battery storage. A long and details discussion ensued opened up to include the relevant
members of the public present. In conclusion it was agreed that the Committee would remain open
to considering other proposals and accepting additional input and advise. However, the point was
made and accepted that time was limited in order to submit an application for grant aid and even if
the systems suggested turned out to be not the overall best solution it was better than doing nothing
and the opportunity presented should be pursued. The Enovert grant being sought required a sponsor
that would cover the costs Enovert incur in administering any grant if awarded. Based on the sum
requested this would amount to £1,713.00 (VAT not applicable). Council resolved to offer an
undertaking to meet this necessary third-party contribution should the application be successful. It
would be paid directly to Enovert. An appropriate letter would be drafted.

13/09

Correspondence

The following items of correspondence were received:

Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine.

Other electronic correspondence had been circulated between meetings.

14/09
Chairman’s Items
None.

15/09

Other Business

Playing Field Pavilion — Deferred.
CIL Funding — Deferred.

General — Deferred.

16/09
Future Agenda Items
Deferred.

Given the late hour it was proposed that the meeting be closed and any matters proposed under items
14/09, 15/09 and 16/09 be deferred until the October meeting.



There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 11.05pm.

CHAIRMAN — Wednesday 2™ October, 2024.




