MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD
IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL AT 7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 6"
NOVEMBER, 2024.

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting, including the 3 members of the public in
attendance along with County Councillor Stephen Davies and District Councillor Richard Maisey.

Public Forum

Mr Tim Douglas commented on the mess and potential damaged being caused to School Lane by the
various contractors engaged in the construction of the solar farm. This led to a wider discussion on the
matter concerning the fact that compliance with the traffic management plan did not appear to have
been applied as any form of condition attached to the planning consent. Further, there had been no
mention in the planning submissions of an intention to close footpaths crossing the site; nor the
roadway for cable connections or the requirement of new pylons and equipment to make connection
to the national grid. All of these works must clearly have been anticipated. It was understood the
required large and heavy transformers had been delivered to site without any form of escort or
advance warning and hence contrary to what had been requested. It was thought there may be more
to be delivered. However, it was noted that survey of the road condition had been taken before work
commenced and so any damage to the carriageway should be reinstated but this did not mitigate the
impact of vehicular movements and speed in regard to highway safety. There were no other issues
raised by the members of the public present.

00/11

Present

There were 6 Parish Councillors present, including Councillors Paynter (Chairman), Hay (Vice-Chair),
Braidford, Mrs Gilmore, Jones and Mrs Younger. The Clerk and 3 members of the public were in
attendance along with County Councillor Stephen Davies and District Councillor Richard Maisey.

01/11

Apologies
There were no apologies for absence.

02/11

Declarations of Interest

Cllr Jones pre-emptively declared an interest in regard to any matter that might arise concerning the
Whitminster Village Hall & Playing Field Management Committee, given his position as Chair of that
Committee. However, there was no specific item referred to at this stage of the meeting.

03/11

Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting of 2™ October 2024 were signed as a true record of the proceedings
without amendment.

04/11

Matters Arising

On the subject of the damaged railings between the amenity land surrounding the War Memorial and
the A38, Gary Wilson, Area Highways Manager, had confirmed the railings owned by the County
Council were listed for repair but it would not be a priority task. It was noted that the tree that had
caused the damage was owned by the District Council and presumably the cost of repair would be paid



for by the District Council or its insurers. Gary Wilson was to be remined of that fact in the hope that it
might accelerate the work and ensure it is not overlooked. Cllr Paynter had chased Esme Throne and
Property Care, on the part of District Council, for a timescale relating to the repair/replacement of the
inner railings. The point was made it was approaching a year since the damage occurred. It was
understood that a tree inspection has been carried out and the remaining trees were considered to be
in good health and not at risk of falling.

Turning to the issue of the remaining casual vacancy of one Council seat yet to be filled, it was noted
that there had been no applications received between meetings. However, former Councillor Tim
Douglas was present and it was noted that he had attended most meetings of late, after recovering
from injuries sustained in a fall. He was invited to return to Council and after brief consideration
confirmed his willingness to do so. All present were in unanimous agreement and so Mr Tim Douglas
was co-opted to join Council filling the casual vacancy that was left open following the uncontested
election earlier in the year. Mr Douglas advised he would wish to take up the seat at the following
meeting rather than immediately and this was accepted.

05/11

County Councillor & District Councillor Reports

County Councillor Stephen Davies reported on a variety of County Council related matters including
the following items:

¢ Trading Standards has issued a number of fines concerning high profile cases involving the sale
of illegal vapes.

e Attherecent Fire Service Awards eight presentations were made to those that had given more
than 20 years of service.

¢ Videos had been produced promoting fostering.

® Footfall in the County’s libraries had increased.

e The Leaving Care Team had won a national award.

¢ The School Holiday Fund was arranging an number of Christmas events that would be available
to be booked shortly.

e 400,000 trees had been planted in the County, although the real challenge and a significant
cost lay ahead in keeping them alive until established.

e A Full Council Meeting had taken place earlier in the day. This had included an unexciting
motion on Civic Pride and a motion relating to the reinstatement of Winter Fuel Payments that
had been opposed by the Labour Group.

Cllr Davies also advised the meeting that a new CEO for the County Council would soon be selected to
ensure that the post was filled and a new CEO bedded in prior to next year’s County Council elections.
He went on to advise that he had received no reply after asking if a temporary 30mph speed limit could
be applied to School Lane beyond the existing limit towards the solar farm site for the duration of the
works. He would ask again.

Cllr Paynter opened the discussion to include the proposed development sites off of Hyde Lane and a
general discussion was had. On seeking protection for trees considered of importance on the site, Clir
Paynter was in the process of recording the relevant locations, although it was noted that some may be
better considered as hedgerows of significance rather than individual trees.

District Councillor Richard Maisey gave an overview of District Council related matters and provided
notes for circulation. He commented on the fact that refurbishment work was ongoing at Stratford
Park Leisure Centre and contrary to previous statement the sauna would only be closed for one week.
The matters discussed at the full Council meeting of 24™ October, 2024, including the following:
e Arevised statement of principles was adopted in accordance with the Gambling Act 2005.
e Draft Culture Strategy Action Plan was presented and subsequently referred back to
Committee for further consideration.



e Additional budget was agreed to the Local Authority Housing Fund for temporary
accommodation.
¢ Medium Term Financial Plan and Strategy was put forward to help set budget for 2025/2026.
¢ Motion passed regarding the Government’s removal of the Winter Fuel Allowance from many
pensioners stating concerns about protecting pensioners and needy people.
¢ Motion passed relating to Treaty promoting non-proliferation and phasing out of fossil fuels.
¢ Motion passed re-enforcing commitment to challenging racism following recent riots.
e Consideration given to ‘civility in public life’ including reference to intimidation suffered by
councillors.
On more relevant matters closer to home, discussions concerning a proposed new saltmarsh at
Arlingham was ongoing and the Local Plan timetable means that the Planning Inspectors will decide in
January whether they accept the evidence supplied by the District Council in regard to the matters of
concern raised mainly relating to infrastructure works required to improve Junctions 12 & 14 of the M5
motorway.
Turning to issues concerning planning enforcement Cllr Maisey had received a reassurance from
Gerladine LeCointe of the Planning Department that a vacancy in Planning Enforcement would be fille
by Simon Penketh a ‘very experienced officer’ in mid-November and the Whitminster Inn site would be
one that he would prioritise.

06/11

Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues

Cllr Hay reaffirmed that he would take forward reviewing the Parish Emergency Plan when he could
find some time to do so. Meanwhile, the Clerk had completed a community safety questionnaire and
from that arose the result that SDC would likely move forward some support in reviewing plans in the
near future. More information was awaited.

There had been no update from the Neighbourhood Warden, although she had been in contact on a
number of matters and would be carrying out some speed monitoring with PCSO Trebble very shortly.
Cllr Jones reported that he had seen a Neighbourhood Warden vehicle in the village during the week
prior so it appeared that a local patrol had been conducted.

On the play areas in Little Holbury and Kidnams Walk, no response had been received form the new
management company. Contact details were circulated so that complaints concerning the upkeep
could be lodged.

07/11

Whitminster Community Fund

A request was received from Amanda Johns on behalf of the Playing Field Pavilion project for funds to
help completed the building. Initially this request was in regard to future CIL funding and there was
some confusion. However, it was agreed that would be happy to consider an application to the
Community Fund and an application form would be duly issued.

08/11

Planning

Decisions to Note

S.24/1551/HHOLD 26 Parklands Orchard, Whitminster, Glos.

Erection of rear garden pergola/sun shelter.

Permission granted.

S.24/1346/FUL Whitminster Service Station, Bristol Road, Whitminster, Glos.
Erection of a commercial building comprising two industrial (B2) units, with related loading and
parking space.

Refused.

Applications to Consider



Application No. 5.24/1646/FUL Fromebridge Wetlands Project Stroudwater Canal, Bristol Road,
Whitminster, Glos.

Creation of a water vole pond, levelling of the canal towpath bank, construction of a multi-user canal

towpath and an accessible bird hide.

Council discussed the application and had no objections to make but did make the observation that the

hide could attract anti-social behaviour and should have a bin installed while life saving equipment

should be installed in proximity to the new pond.

S.24/1595/VAR S73 Application - Variation of conditions

Although not technically within the Parish, John Chaplin, Majors & Environment Team Lead, of SDC had

invited comment on this application concerning the removal of turning restrictions on vehicles exiting

the site. It was noted that GCC Highways had made no objection so it was likely the request would be

approved but nevertheless Council commented that it would prefer to see the turning restrictions

retained to the benefit of highway safety.

Local Plan & Other Planning Matters

On the Local, District Cllr Maisey had provided some detail on the timescale of the anticipated

response from the Planning Inspectors as well as what would follow in the event that the responses

they had received were considered acceptable and the process moved on. Meanwhile, the deadline

for further submissions on the Local Plan Review - Examination Pause Technical Evidence Consultation

was 23 October. Council had previously resolved not to make any further comments

There was nothing further received from SDC Planning Enforcement following on from the last

communication received by Cllr Jones when he was Chair. However, the new District Councillor,

Robert Brown, had agreed to continue following up but nothing had been heard and this would appear

to now rest with Clir Maisey who Council had yet to meet. Cllr Paynter also stated that he would make

a fresh complaint and ask what action would now be taken following the refusal of previous

applications to regularise the situation.

No responses had been received from either Griffith Bunce or Gerladine LeCointe in reply to questions

raised previously on the matter of consultation concerning planning applications that cross parish

boundaries and, again, this would be an issue to raise with Cllr Maisey.

Concerning the Solar Farm construction phase, concern was voiced with regard to compliance of

conditions on traffic movements. The applied conditions had been researched and circulated. The

matter was generally discussed during the Public Forum.

09/11
Highways & Byways
On footpaths, Cllr Paynter had submitted issues via Fix My Street but whether any action would follow
remained to be seen and no response could be had from the County Council Public Rights of Way
Officer.
Most highway related matters had focused on the Solar Farm and related issues discussed elsewhere
on the agenda but for ongoing matters a meeting had been arranged with Gary Wilson, County Council
Area Highway Manager, for the 13" November at 12noon. The main matters to be discussed are
summarised below:

*  Maintenance of boundary hedge at Schoolfield Close - potential lengthsmen work.

e Spraying out of kerbside weeds.

e Damaged railings - mentioned elsewhere.

e Amendment and subsequent adoption of Hyde Lane traffic island.

e Grove Lane - spur to Jaxon’s Farm - although it was noted that some patching works had

recently been carried out.

e Overgrown hedges - School Lane and Hyde Lane.

e Solar Farm matters and process for inspection and reinstatement following works.

e Traffic monitoring.

®  Potential 20 mph zone near school.



¢ Village Gateways - how to take forward, initial design work.

10/11

Skate Ramp

An application for funding from the Rural England Prosperity Fund was being submitted in the hope of
receiving additional financial support. Meanwhile, it was agreed that no further exploration was
necessary concerning planning matters but a site meeting had been requested of the agents acting on
behalf of the oil pipeline operator.

11/11

Solar Farm

A wide ranging discussion was had concerning the ongoing issues relating to the solar farm
construction including the road closure; mud on the road; working out of hours; noise, vehicles
delivering outside of permitted hours; vehicles speeding when accessing or aggressing the site through
the village etc. CllIr Paynter had continued to pursue enforcement through Stroud District Council while
engaging with the site management teams of the various contractors engaged in the project. The Chair
of Frampton-on-Severn Parish Council had also leant assistance. Clir Paynter had circulated
correspondence by email and the situation would continue to be monitored.

12/11
Accounts

Accounts for Payment
The following payment were approved and cheques drawn:

Parish Council Websites Annual service fee £175:00
Whitminster Village Hall Room hire - October meeting £15:00
Poppy Appeal Donation £50:00

A cheque was also signed by Cllr Mrs Gilmore, only to be completed with a further signature if the
requirement to make a payment concerning the Village Hall solar panel grant progressed between
meetings.

A statement had been received detailing outstanding payments due to Whitminster Hall but this
included a payment demanded for a date when no booking was made and also for dates when
payments had already been issued. No response had been received to emails following up and Clir
Jones provided mobile numbers for Gill Rogers and Sheila Drape.

New Bank Account

Confirmation had been received concerning the progress of the application for a new account with
Natwest and the uploading of documents and requests for sample signature was ongoing. It was
hoped that the process was close to being completed.

Potential Savings Account

Following ClIr Jones' suggestions, that interest could be obtained on at least sum sitting in the current
account, he had sent details of accounts operated by groups he is involved with and these were
investigated. Unfortunately, the interest-bearing accounts detailed were only available to be accessed
by Registered Charities and hence were not open to the Parish Council. However, allied to the new
Natwest account a deposit account and 1 month notice account were also available and had been
applied for.

Other Financial Matters

The balance at the bank was confirmed as £102,885.60 as at 16th October, 2024, when the last
statement was issued. In addition, ClIr Jones advised he had obtained a balance as at the date of the
meeting and that remained the same.

A CIL payment had been received from Stroud District Council in the sum of £3,894:17 but
subsequently the Clerk had been advised that this amount was incorrect and the relevant figure was
£2,336:50 made up of £2,132:22 from the erection of 11 dwellings on land at Upton’s Garden and



£240:28 arising from development at 1 Manor Farm House. A reimbursement to the District Council
therefore appeared necessary but further detail had been requested to validate this and to obtain the
relevant account details for a payment to be made.

Audit

Clir Jones had heard from Lia Turner at PKF Littlejohn requesting a copy of the Notice relating to the
account for the year to 31% March 2022 that had been supplied previously. A copy was scanned and
submitted to PKF.

Village Hall Grant Support

As referenced above, with the potential need to draw a cheque between meetings, Gill Roger had
advised, on behalf of the Management Committee, that a grant had been approved in the sum of
£14,133:00 from Enovert towards the cost of installing solar panels on the Village Hall. The 10% third
party contribution, to cover administration costs, in the sum of £1,413:30 would therefore become
due shortly.

13/11

Correspondence

Details of the Stroud District Council Plan Review for Public Consultation had been received for
consideration and circulation. No comments were made during the meeting but the document would
be circulated in the correspondence pack.

Clerks & Councils Direct magazine.

TROW magazine.

War Memorials magazine.

Notification of the next meeting of Severn Voice being on Wednesday 13" November. The Minutes of
the meeting of 14™ August were also circulated.

A request was received seeking volunteers to fill three available places for Parish/Town Council
Representatives on the SDC Standards Sub-Committee. There was no interest shown during the
meeting.

Correspondence was received form the Address Management Officer at Stroud District Council
advising that, in his opinion, the proposed street names for the Newland Homes development of
Upton’s Pitch or Upton’s Ground were too similar to Upton’s Garden. Some discussion was had over
alternative names but Council resolved to press for Upton’s Ground if at all possible and cited similar
lined names within the village such as Holbury Crescent and Little Holbury. Cllr Paynter was to seek a
discussion on the matter.

Other general email correspondence circulated between meetings.

14/11

Chairman’s ltems

Unfortunately, the ‘In the Hot Seat Chairperson Training’ that Clir Paynter had been booked on had
been cancelled as he was to be the only attendee. Alternatives were being offered.

Newland Homes - Cllr Paynter informed the meeting that the meeting with Tom Sheppard and his
colleague from Newland Homes had taken place concerning the area of amenity land that will be
surplus to the ongoing development upon completion. The meeting had been constructive and useful.
It was made clear that a commuted sum would be required to fund future maintenance of the land, if
passed over, and a proposal was awaited. There had also been discussion during the meeting over any
support the developer might be able to provide to the Playing Field Pavilion project but it was noted
that would be a separate matter and a goodwill gesture and not park of any negotiations over the land
that the meeting was held to discuss.

This led on to a discussion about other areas of ‘unclaimed’ land in the village insofar as maintenance
in concerned. Discussion was had over the possibility of taking over the upkeep of other areas as a
general benefit to the village, possibly employing a local person to perform this and other tasks such as
notice board upkeep. It was agreed that this would be discussed further during another meeting.



Severn Trent - One of a number of regular planned meetings had taken place, also involving the Chair
of Frampton-on-Severn Parish Council, to discuss capacity issues relating to foul drainage. Cllr Paynter
advised that with work that had been carried out at the Dunstalls Treatment Plant there was capacity
for current planned development. There were no recent issues reported, despite heavy rainfall, and
the meetings would continue going forward.

15/11

Other Business

Playing Field Pavilion - Cllr Jones gave a brief update on the progress of the new pavilion, again
advising that arrangements could be made for anyone interested in the work to date to be shown
around. The floor insulation had been completed and funding was needed to completed the shower
areas.

Parish Projects - A discussion was had concerning future projects to which CIL funding could be
allocated from consented development sites. This focused on new bus shelters, as discussed
previously, and possibly a replacement notice board for outside the Village Hall. Clir Mrs Gilmore urged
that consideration be given to applying to the Urbaser fund to potentially progress these projects.

16/11

Future Agenda Items
There were no new agenda items proposed for the next meeting.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:38pm.

CHAIRMAN - Wednesday 4" December, 2024.



