
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL  AT 7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 2  nd   

OCTOBER, 2024.

The  Chairman  welcomed  all  present  to  the  meeting  including  the  3  members  of  the  public  in 
attendance, Sharon Vaughan – Neighbourhood Warden and District Councillor Richard Maisey.

Public Forum
Comments were raised concerning hedges and general foliage overgrowing onto pavements around 
Willowside, Upton’s Garden & Manor Farm Cottages. It was agreed that this issue would be reviewed 
in general with the assistance of Gary Wilson, Area Highways Manager, when a village site meeting 
could be arranged. It was noted that the hedge around the noticeboard at the Village Hall also needed 
to be cut back and Cllr Jones advised this would be tackled by the contractor who maintains the hedge 
when next attending.

00/10
Present
There were 5 Parish Councillors present including Councillors Paynter (Chairman), Hay (Vice-Chair), 
Braidford, Jones and Mrs Younger. The Clerk and 3 members of the public were in attendance along  
with  District  Councillor  Richard  Maisey  and  newly  appointed  Neighbourhood  Warden  Sharon 
Vaughan.

01/10
Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Mrs Pat Gilmore as well as County Councillor Stephen 
Davies.

02/10
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest relating to agenda items.

03/10
Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting of 4th September, 2024, were approved as a true record but it was agreed 
that a note be added under this item to ratify the planning comments raised and submitted during an 
informal meeting held on 7th August, 2024. The applications considered were as follows:
S.24/1270/HHOLD 18 Uptons Garden Whitminster Gloucester Gloucestershire GL2 7LP.
Garage conversion to accommodate home office space.
No comments although Council would not wish to see the application refused.
S.24/1346/FUL Whitminster  Service  Station  Bristol  Road  Whitminster  Gloucester 
Gloucestershire GL2 7LU.
Erection of a commercial  building comprising two industrial  (B2) units,  with related loading and 
parking space.
Concerns over scale and positioning in relation to residential property to the rear as well design,  
cladding colour, parking provision and positioning of external equipment. Therefore, Council moved to 
request that the application be refused.
S.24/1127/FUL Rosedale Bristol Road Whitminster Gloucester Gloucestershire GL2 7LU.
Erection of a replacement dwelling.



Council supported the application but with comments relating to adequate support and protection 
being given to the house to which the property is attached.
The full planning comments, as submitted, were subsequently circulated at the September meeting 
and confirmed accordingly.

04/10
Matters Arising
On the matter of the railings, damaged by a fallen tree, between the amenity land surrounding the War 
Memorial and the A38, Cllr Paynter confirmed responsibility had been agreed between the District and 
County Councils relating to the inner and outer fences and the work was listed to be done although not 
as a priority. A further update was awaited from the District Council on timing.
Cllr Maisey informed that meeting that the Planning Enforcement team at Stroud District Council was 
in a state of woe but he had been advised by Griff Bunce, an officer in the Planning Department, that  
new appointments were being made and an early task for new staff would be to serve the required 
Enforcement Notice in regard to the ‘crate village’ at the Whitminster Inn. This would likely happen  
during November.
There was nothing to report concerning the Persimmon Homes play areas in Kidnams Walk nor Little 
Holbury and Cllr Hay had received no response from Trustgreen. The Clerk advised that he had found a 
Contact Customer Care form aimed and reporting issues with outdoor community space. He would 
look it up and send the details to Cllr Hay.
There had been no enquiries in regard to the remaining casual vacancy to fill the vacant seat that 
remains on Council. A fresh notice would be posted and Cllr hay would continue to promote the 
vacancy on social media and the Parish Website. 
Cllr Braidford raised the issue of lorries passing the village school at speed and outside of the permitted 
hours  when  delivering  to  the  solar  farm  site.  He  would  pursue  his  own  complaints.  All  were 
encouraged to keep a log of any incidents witnessed, with photos or dash cam footage if available, to 
add to the body of evidence in support of action. Cllr Paynter would pick up on this further later in the 
meeting.

05/10
County Councillor & District Councillor Reports
County Councillor Stephen Davies had submitted a written report summarised as follows:

 The Council’s SEND program “preparation for adulthood” had been short listed in the National 
Association for Special Educational Needs Awards.

 The County Council had issued a new Suicide Strategy focusing on prevention.
 Gloucestershire is on track to plant 400,000 trees of a planned 1,000,000. The challenge has 

not been planting the trees but rather ensuring they are watered and kept alive.
 35 roads closed in the recent heavy rain and over 250 calls on Friday 20th September. 34 roads 

re-opened without further action when the rain stopped and only a handful of houses were 
flooded.

 Concerns raised about extensions to the closing of footpaths but understand this is not a  
County Council decision but a Secretary of State decision.

 Awaiting a response from Stroud District Council on the traffic movements breaches relating 
to solar farm.

District Councillor Maisey advised that he had nothing to report beyond his observations on the issues 
with the Planning Enforcement team. 

06/10
Police & Community Safety Issues
Newly appointed Neighbourhood Warden for the area, Sharon Vaughan, introduced herself and what 
her role would be. She explained that she covered 17 parishes and was therefore spread rather thinly. 



Issues discussed included compliance with the left turn only restriction imposed on vehicles exiting  
Grove Lane, speeding – particularly relating to vehicles accessing the solar farm site and how to upload 
dash cam footage of traffic contraventions. She agreed the liaise with PCSO Mike Trebble on these  
matters and hoped to make a visit to the village with him together with a speed gun to carry out some 
awareness initiatives. 
Cllr Hay advised that he had taking forward reviewing the Parish Emergency Plan on his agenda and 
would make progress as soon as he is able to do so.

07/10
Community Fund
The Clerk circulated a proposed application form that was considered and agreed as acceptable. This  
would be made available on the website, promoted on noticeboards and all were encourage to spread 
the word locally of the availability of funds. 

08/10
Planning
Decisions to Note
S.24/1127/FUL Rosedale Bristol Road Whitminster Gloucester Gloucestershire GL2 7LU.
Erection of a replacement dwelling.
Withdrawn.
Applications to Consider
None.
Local Plan & Other Planning Matters
It was noted that the consultation on the further submissions, relating mainly to highways matters and 
motorway junctions, was ongoing and whilst Council had commented previously and was therefore 
registered to make further comments there were none of relevance to submit.

09/10
Highways & Byways
On footpaths, Cllr Paynter had submitted further issues via Fix My Street and had called to speak with 
the Public Rights of Way Officer but had received no response.
In addition to the comments relating to overgrown hedgerows discussed during the public forum, the 
general condition of Hyde Lane and Grove Lane hedges was raised and it was agreed they would be 
drawn to the attention of Area Highways Manager Gary Wilson. The issue of weeds in gutters would  
also be added to that list.
Cllr Jones observed that following recent works the area of Packthorne Corner was much improved. 
The maintenance of the roadside hedge at Schoolfield Close was raised once again and the Clerk was to 
look into the detail of the red line submission of the site area when planning permission was sought in 
2012/2013.

10/10
Skate Ramp
An updated quotation was received in the sum of £53,797.40 plus VAT (recoverable), together with  
revised plans, following the site meeting that had been attended by Cllrs Paynter, Hay and the Clerk.  
The amended layout took into account the positioning of the storage container and the oil pipeline but 
the exact route of the pipe still remained unclear, to some extent, in relation to the angle at which it  
crosses the Playing Field. It was agreed that a site meeting would be arranged with the pipe line 
operator and/or their agents but, based on advice previously provided to Cllr Jones, no planning 
application would be considered necessary for the replacement structure. 



11/10
Solar Farm
Cllr Paynter recounted the ongoing problems with the site and deliveries to it, the details of which had 
been touched on earlier in the meeting, and had been the subject of various emails he had circulated. 
In  his  opinion the response of  the Planning Department at  Stroud District  Council,  in  regard to 
enforcing planning conditions, was useless. He had been to visit the site manager and gave a summary 
of that visit.  He had sought to be helpful but with a variety of contractors progressing different 
elements and all receiving deliveries it seemed difficult to exert any control. For a time the deliveries 
were being routed via Frampton subject to the limitations on weight at Walk Bridge with heavier loads 
being  routed  through  the  road  closure  under  supervision.  It  was  understood  that  very  heavy  
transformers were to be delivered to the site in the near future and details were being sought so that 
advance warning could be given. All were encouraged to continue monitoring the situation and to 
report any transgressions.
 
12/10
Accounts
Accounts for Payment
The following accounts were agreed for payment:
GAPTC Annual Membership £265:93
WVH&PMC Hall Hire – September £15:00
Whitminster Sports Club Defibrillator elec. & standing charge £124:86
T W Hawkins & Sons Playing Field Grass Cutting £1,548:92
Cllr Paynter Printer Ink £42:18
Other Financial Matters
The balance at the bank was confirmed as £100,946:14 as at the date of the meeting.
Cllr Jones suggested that interested could be obtained on this sum and recommended a Coventry  
Building Society Savings account. He agreed to send details of accounts operated by groups his is 
involved with and this was to be investigated. 

13/10
Correspondence
There had been no hard copy correspondence received and electronic correspondence had been 
circulated between meetings. 

14/10
Chairman’s Items
Newland Homes – Cllr Paynter informed the meeting that he would be meeting with the developer 
the coming Friday to discuss options relating the area of amenity land that will be surplus to the 
development.
Severn Trent – The next of a number of regular planned meetings would be taking place to discuss 
capacity issues relating to foul drainage.

15/10
Other Business
Playing Field Pavilion – Cllr Jones gave a brief update on the progress of the new pavilion advising that 
arrangements could be made for anyone interested in the work to date to be shown around. The floor 
had been insulated, other than in the area of the showers, and first fix electrics competed. However, 
there was little money available to progress other works at the present time.
Parish Projects – A discussion was had concerning future projects to which CIL funding could be 
allocated  from  consented  development  sites.  This  focused  on  new  bus  shelters  and  further 
consideration would be given considering designs and seeking quotations.



16/10
Future Agenda Items
School Lane – Traffic Calming
Projects – Linked to 15/10 above it was proposed that under the item of Potential Projects at future 
meetings a list be developed of projects such as the bush shelters and replacement notice boards that 
could be the subject of grant aid applications from sources such as the Urbaser Incinerator (Energy 
From Waste) fund.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:56pm.

CHAIRMAN – Wednesday 6  th   November, 2024.  


