
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN  WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL  AT  7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 4  th   

DECEMBER, 2024.

The Chairman welcomed all  present  to  the  meeting,  including  the  2  members  of  the  public  in  
attendance along with District Councillor Richard Maisey.

Public Forum
Mrs Honor Jones raised the matter of the renewal of the proposed Licence Agreement permitting use 
of  the  Playing  Field  Pavilion  Car  park  by  the  village  school.  This  was  discussed  prior  to  the 
commencement of the meeting. It was skimmed through and concerns were voiced relating to the way 
in which obligations might rest with the Parish Council despite it not being in occupation of the  
premises and not in  a  position of  control  to be able to deliver  the various responsibilities.  The  
agreement seemed to be overly complicated and onerous for what is supposed to be a simple, non-
registerable, licence to permit the parking of cars. Whilst the Parish Council would take responsibility  
for the playing field and pavilion in the case of the Management Committee failing, as Custodian 
Trustees, it was difficult to see how its involvement in this agreement was required, to the extent  
proposed, as opposed to with any other user of the facilities. District Councillor Maisey, as a retired  
solicitor, agreed to take a look at the agreement and provide his informal advice.
On a different matter, Cllr Jones commented on the efforts made by villagers with Christmas lights 
around the village that he thought to be very good and festive.

00/12
Present
There were 7 Parish Councillors present, including Councillors Paynter (Chairman), Hay (Vice-Chair), 
Braidford, Douglas, Mrs Gilmore, Jones and Mrs Younger. The Clerk and 2 members of the public were 
in attendance along with District Councillor Richard Maisey. 

01/12
Apologies
An apology was received and accepted from District Councillor Stephen Davies who had submitted a 
written report on County Council matters in his absence.

02/12
Declarations of Interest
Cllr Jones pre-emptively declared an interest in regard to any matter that might arise concerning the  
Whitminster Village Hall & Playing Field Management Committee, given his position as Chair of that 
Committee. However, there was no specific item referred to at this stage of the meeting.
 
03/12
Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting of 6th November 2024 were signed as a true record of the proceedings 
subject to the following 4 amendments:
05/11 County Councillor & District Councillor Reports – 3 lines from end of the section – ‘Gerladine’ 
changed to read ‘Geraldine’.
08/11 Planning – Local  Plan & Other Planning Matters – 12th line -  ‘Gerladine’  changed to read 
‘Geraldine’.
09/11 Highways & Byways – 11th line – ‘grove’ changed to read ‘Grove’.
15/11 Other Business – 3rd line – ‘completed’ changed to read ‘complete’.



04/12
Matters Arising
There were no matters arising that were not the subject of published agenda items. However, at this  
juncture in the meeting the matter of the co-option of Mr Tim Douglas was considered and as agreed 
at the November meeting he was duly co-opted to fill the casual vacancy remaining following the  
uncontested election earlier in the year. Cllr Douglas reaffirmed his willingness to stand and completed 
the necessary Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.

05/12
County Councillor & District Councillor Reports
County Councillor Stephen Davies had submitted a written report on County Council related matters 
including the following items:

 There  had  been  a  positive  response  to  the  Merrywalks  Bus  Hub  in  Stroud’s  revamp 
consultation.

 GCC had joined the NHS, Police and Voluntary Sector in signing a ‘One Plan’ for the children of 
Gloucestershire.

 Solar panels had been installed on the roof of the Coroner’s Court.
 GCC had launched a ‘Pedal Eazy’ scheme enabling people to lease and electric bike to try it out 

with the lease fee being credited against any purchase.
 In preparation for Winter 29 gritting lorries were ready for work and gully cleaning was 

ongoing.
District Councillor Richard Maisey gave an overview of District Council related matters in person. These 
issues mainly related to ongoing planning problems.
With regard to planning enforcement,  Cllr  Maisey had expressed his  displeasure at  the attitude 
adopted by the department and he had received an apology for the failures to respond to past  
correspondence.  This  had  resulted  in  Cllr  Paynter  receiving  a  call  from  Simon  Penketh  of  the 
Enforcement Team. It transpired that Cllr Paynter’s recent complaints relating to the development at 
the Whitminster Inn had not been closed but rather referred back and added to the reference number 
that related to the original complaint now of some two years or more ago. The issues were to be 
viewed on site and it was hoped some progress would now be made. Cllr Jones observed that Mr Griff 
Bunce of the District Council was supped to have drafted a report on the matter at the beginning of the 
year.
Concern was raised relating to the pending football stadium East of the motorway and the impact on 
Grove  Lane.  Cllr  Maisey  agreed  to  follow  this  up  with  County  Council  Highways  to  ensure  the 
consequences were being considered and addressed, particularly in regard to match day parking and 
vehicles leaving.
Cllr Paynter had been trying to get hold of Erica Porter of the District Council ahead of any reserved 
matters planning application concerning the consented development site for 45 houses off of School  
Lane. The intention being to press for the relocation of the 30mph speed limit on School Lane to a 
position beyond the access to the site. However, he had been unable to get any response. Cllr Maisey 
agreed to follow this up as well as raising the general issue of communication with officers at SDC.
In regard to the ongoing development between Parklands House and the Playing Field, after the 
proposed name of Upton’s Ground had been turned down Cllr Paynter had responded to propose that 
therefore the development should form an extension of Upton’s Garden and the houses be numbered 
sequentially. No response had been received but, again, Cllr Maisey agreed to follow this up.
Finally on this item, it was noted that Cllr Maisey had emailed Cllr Paynter making enquiries about the 
availability of superfast broadband in the village and it was confirmed that all areas were covered 
other than the new developments.



06/12
Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues
PCSO Trebble had been to see Cllr Jones earlier in the day and reported crime figures for the period 3
June to 3rd December as follows:
27 reported crimes including – 
1 x Harassment.
3 x Assault with injury.
4 x Stalking.
3 x Alarm calls.
2 x Assault with no injury.
6 x Sexual offences.
3 x Shop lifting.
1 x General theft.
1 x Criminal damage.
1 x Possession of drugs.
1 x Blackmail.
1x Other.
This was compared with only 15 crimes during the same period in 2023. However, PCSO Trebble was  
pleased that there had been no burglaries in the period.
In regard to the traffic monitoring exercise that had been conducted on 18th November for 45 minutes 
on School Lane, the speeds of 55 cars had been recorded and none were exceeding the speed limit.

07/12
Whitminster Community Fund
A small number of requests had been received for application forms for the Community Fund and 
these had been duly issued. Completed applications were expected and would be considered at the 
January meeting if received.

08/12
Planning
Decisions to Note
None.
Applications to Consider
S.24/2149/DISCON Manor Farm, School Lane, Whitminster, Glos.
Discharge of condition 5 – landscaping.
This included the proposed planting of trees within the site.
Council had not been formally consulted on this application and had no comments to make.
S.24/2065/TCA Fromebridge Reserve, Fromebridge Lane, Whitminster, Glos. 
T1-T4 Veteran Willows - Pollard trees to 1.5m above ground.
As the proposal did not involve the removal of trees Council resolved to leave the matter to the 
consideration of the District Council Tree Officer and had no comments to make.
S.24/1818/HHOLD The Old Lodge, School Lane, Whitminster, Glos. 
Installation of an air-source heat pump.
Council could not foresee that this application would have any impact on neighbouring properties 
and hence resolved to pass no comment.
Local Plan & Other Planning Matters
On the Local, District Cllr Maisey had provided further detail on the timescale of the anticipated 
response from the Planning Inspectors as well as what would follow in the event that the responses 
they had received were considered acceptable and the process moved on. 



There was nothing further received from SDC Planning Enforcement,  following on from the last  
communication received by Cllr Paynter, and District Cllr Maisey had outlined his actions in his report 
as detailed above.

09/12
Highways & Byways
On footpaths, Cllr Paynter had submitted further issues via Fix My Street but whether any action would 
follow remained to be seen. He had still received no response from the County Council Public Rights of 
Way Officer.
In regard to ongoing matters, a meeting had been arranged with Gary Wilson, County Council Area 
Highway Manager, on the 13th November. During a tour around the village the main issues discussed 
were:

 Maintenance of boundary hedge at Schoolfield Close – cut by GCC, again on a one-off basis.
 Spraying out of kerbside weeds – this is not something that GCC will be undertaking.
 Damaged railings – all in hand.
 Amendment  and  subsequent  adoption  of  Hyde  Lane  traffic  island  –  the  details  of  the 

requirements were being followed up.
 Overgrown  hedges  –  School  Lane  and  Hyde  Lane  –  letters  would  be  issued  to 

landowners/residents.
 Village Hall hedge – Cllr Jones confirmed this would be cut back as soon as possible.
 Traffic monitoring – booked in for February.
 Potential school safety zone – matched funding could be available up to £30,000 – details 

would follow as to how to explore further.
 Village Gateways – designs were being explored and potential funding could be available via 

County Cllr Davies.
 Dead Elm Trees in School Lane – a number had blown down and whilst cleared away from the 

carriageway debris had been left at roadside and this was being followed up.
There were no other highway matters discussed other than a general update on the solar farm and 
deliveries. Cllr Paynter had circulated correspondence he had entered into with the site management 
team and his efforts appeared to be paying dividends with some improvement. This would continue to 
be monitored.

10/12
Skate Ramp
Whilst further grant aid was explored an application for a site meeting had been requested of the 
agents acting on behalf of the oil pipeline operator. This had first required an account to be set up via 
the national database for ‘dig enquiries’.

11/12
Solar Farm
As referred to above,  Cllr  Paynter had circulated correspondence by email.  The situation would 
continue to be monitored.

12/12
Accounts
Accounts for Payment
The following payment were approved and cheques drawn:
Enovert Contribution to admin charge regarding £1,413:00

Village Hall solar grant.
Stroud District Council Refund of CIL overpayment. £1,557:67



New Bank Account
Correspondence had been received from Natwest advising that they would not be able to offer Council 
the account that  had been applied for,  despite the progress that  had been made,  and offering 
alternative business accounts with on-line access. This was to be followed up as well as revisiting the 
offering available from Lloyds given the fact that Frampton PC had recently managed to navigate the 
route to on-line banking.
Other Financial Matters
The balance at the bank was confirmed as £102,389:42 as at the date of the meeting.

13/12
Correspondence
Details  of  the Stroud District  Council  Plan Review for Public  Consultation had been received for 
consideration. No comments were made during the previous meeting but the document had been 
circulated in the correspondence pack and a reminder received from Stroud District Council.
Clerks & Councils Direct magazine.
TROW magazine.
War Memorials magazine.
Information on the ‘partnership’ between the Council’s insurer, Clear Councils,  and Ecclesiastical 
Insurance. 
Information leaflets from Longfield Community Hospice.
Other general email correspondence circulated between meetings.

14/12
Chairman’s Items
Newland Homes – Cllr  Paynter informed the meeting that following the meeting had with Tom 
Sheppard and his colleague from Newland Homes nothing more had been heard on the matter of the 
potential adoption of amenity land. 
He thanked those that had attended the Remembrance Service and a brief discussion was had about 
potential amplification equipment to be used next year.
Following on from discussions relating to the upkeep of grassed areas within the Parish, Cllr Paynter 
advised that he would take a look at potential areas when he had a chance and start to compile a list  
for consideration.
He went on to summarise the recent meeting of Severn Voice and also the Stroud District Council Plan 
Review, details of both were also circulated including minutes and meeting noted where appropriate.
It was noted that the next meeting of the Parish Council, following the usual meeting pattern, would  
fall on New Year’s Day and an alternative date of Wednesday 8 th January, 2025, was agreed on after 
Mrs Honer Jones confirmed the Village Hall would be available that night.

15/12
Other Business
Playing Field Pavilion – Cllr Jones gave a brief update on the progress of the new pavilion, again 
advising that arrangements could be made for anyone interested in the work to date to be shown 
around. There had been little change since the last meeting other than that the new 13amp cable had 
been pulled through and efforts were being made to get the new power connection made. 



Parish Projects – A discussion was had concerning future projects that focused on a potential 20mph 
zone in the area of the village school as well as possible grant applications.

16/12
Future Agenda Items
Parish Church.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10:27pm.

CHAIRMAN – Wednesday 8  th   January, 2025.  


