MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD
IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL AT 7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 5th
FEBRUARY, 2025.

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting, including the 1 member of the public in
attendance.

Public Forum
There were no issues raised by the member of the public present.

00/02

Present

There were 6 Parish Councillors present, including Councillors Paynter (Chairman), Hay (Vice-Chair),
Braidford, Douglas, Mrs Gilmore and Mrs Younger. The Clerk and 1 member of the public were also in
attendance along with County Councillor Stephen Davies.

01/02

Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from ClIr Jones, who was absent due 1o il health, District
Councillor Richard Maisey and Mrs Honor Jones.

02/02

Declarations of Interest

Cilr Braidford declared an interest in respect of his position as a School Governor, in regard to the
request from the village school for grant aid that would be considered later in the meeting.

03/02

Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting of 8" January, 2025, were signed as a true record of the proceedings
subject to the following amendments:

06/01 — Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues — 9% line — ‘Newtwork’ changed
to read ‘Network’.

12/01 - Accounts ~ Other Financial Matters — 2™ line — ‘weas’ changed to read ‘was’.

04/02

Matters Arising
There were no matters arising to be discussed that did not form part of other full agenda items.

05/02

County Councillor & District Councillor Reports

County Councillor Stephen Davies reported on a variety of County Council refated matters including
the following items:

* Devolution — Arising from the Government proposals to replace all County & District Councils
with unitary authorities on a mandatory basis the County Council had sought to postpone the
elections proposed for May to save unnecessary costs and advance the transition as soon as
possible. Alternative models were being considered including Cou nty wide, a split county and
joining with others along the lines of WECA,

* An outline was given on GCC spending the headline items of the budget for the coming
financial year,




* Details on the proposed construction of new GCC care homes.
* Information on energy efficiency matters such as solar panels being installed at schools and
recycling initiatives.

District Councillor Richard Maisey had provided an apology as he was unable to attend the meeting.
However, he had sent some information on the White Paper issued to propose the devolution of
power to new Strategic Combined Authorities whilst advising no changes were proposed in relation
to Parish Councils. He had also advised that he would be following up with the Planning Department
at SDC the planned enforcement action concerning the Whitminster Inn car park. He alse confirmed
he had been liaising with Clir Paynter on the matter of the proposed changes to the solar farm delivery
hours. Finally, he had provided details relating to Furbnow being an energy efficiency advice and
guidance service operating across the Council areas within Gloucestershire. Details were circulated.

06/02
Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues

Clir Hay reaffirmed that he would take forward reviewing the Parish Emergency Plan as soon as he
could allocate time to do so.

There had been no update from the Neighbourhood Warden nor PCSO.

07/02
Whitminster Community Fund
A request was received from the Headteacher of village primary school seeking support in the sum of

£1,000:00 from the Community Fund towards the cost of installing a school shelter, This was discussed
and approved.

08/02

Planning

Decisions to Note

5.24/1646/FUL Fromebridge Wetlands Project, Stroudwater Canal, Bristo! Road,
Whitminster, Glos.

Creation of a water vole pond, improvements to the existing canal towpath and siting of a bird hide.

Permission granted.

Applications to Consider

S5.25/0169/DISCON Fromebridge Wetlands Project Stroudwater Canal, Bristol Road,
Whitminster, Glos,

Creation of a water vole pond, levelling of the canal towpath bank, construction of a multi-user canal

towpath and an accessible bird hide ~ discharge of conditions 3 & 4.

Council had no comments to make.

$.25/0052/HHOLD The Old Post Office, Hyde Lane, Whitminster, Glos.

Demolition of conservatories and replacement extensions with single garage.

Council had no ohservations to make.

Local Plan & Other Planning Matters

There was nothing more to report on either the local plan or pending enforcement action.

No responses had been received from either Griffith Bunce or Gerladine LeCointe in reply to questions

raised previously on the matter of consultation concerning planning applications that cross parish

boundaries and, again, this would be an issue to raise with ClIr Maisey,

On the issue of the application submitted to vary the delivery times to the solar farm site, as

considered at the previous meeting, Cllr Paynter had circulated copies of emails he had sent to KB

Coaches and Applegates coaches drawing this matter to their attention and inviting them to pass

comment given the potential conflict the proposed changes might have to their coach operations in
the area.




09/02

Highways & Byways

Comment was made form the floor that the bins in the vicinity of the village hall would benefit from
replacing and the Hyde lane dog bin was rusting.

On footpaths, Cllr Paynter had submitted issues via Fix My Street but whether any action would follow
remained to be seen, as still no response could be had from the County Councit Public Rights of Way
Officer.

Notice had been recelved from Gloucestershire County Council concerning a planned road closure
near Packthorne corner, between 23 and 25" April, for a new water connectionto be made by Severn
Trent. Notice had also been received of similar works, between numbers 24-24 Upton’s Garden,
scheduled for between 3™ and 7 February.

Notification has been received of the proposed new name, as agreed by Council, of Martins Paddock
for the area under development adjacent to the Playing Field, Parklands House and Upton’s Garden,
Cllr Paynter had circulated a copy of an email he had sent to Esme Thorne of Stroud District Council
asking for an update in regard to the time frame for the repair of the railings near to the War Memorial
that were damaged when a tree fell, now some considerable time ago.

10/02

Skate Ramp

It was agreed that no further exploration was necessary concerning planning matters but a site
meeting had been requested of the agents acting on behalf of the oil pipeline operator. A Linesearch
LSBUD account had been created to facilitate this, reference LSBUD-250203-36181379, and an
inspection on site had been hooked for 13" February.

11/02

Solar Farm

The Clerk had written to Clir Maisey, by email, asking if he might make efforts for the planning
application to vary the permitted hours for site deliveries to be called in for consideration by the full
Bevelopment Control Committee. This was following particular concern that the County Council had

passed comment without having due regard to recent issues. There was nothing further to report
concerning the site.

12/02

Accounts

Accounts for Payment

The following payment were approved and cheques drawn:

Whitminster Village Hall Room hire £15:00

A receipt had been forward by Clir Paynter following the payment of £1,277:46 including VAT for the
purchase of the new village gateway.

New Bank Account

Confirmation had been received concerning the progress of the application to make changes to the
account and Clir Jones had advised by email he had duly authorised the necessary access for the Clerk
in regard to online banking subject to the submission of the remaining proposed signatories.

Other Financial Matters

A quotation for ongoing grounds maintenance had been received from TW Hawkins & Sons {5.G.M.S.)
for the coming growing season. This reflected a 3% increase and was approved unanimously given the
level of the service received and based on previous benchmarking exercises.

Details were received from the Clerk to Severn Voice confirming an inflationary uplift of 1.7% on the
verge mowing contract payable to Mr Davies and the mowing agreement between the member
parishes and Gloucestershire County Council prevailing for a further year.

Receipt received in regard to the village hall hire fee for the January meeting.




Precept

A proposed budget for the coming financial year was circulated, considered and agreed. A copy is
attached to the hard copy version of these minutes. Based on anticipated expenditure and an
appropriate contribution to reserves an unchanged precept figure of £17,800:00 was settled on which

would give rise to a small decrease per household as a result of an increase in the tax base for the
parish. \

13/02

Correspondence

Clerks & Councils Direct magazine.

TROW magazine.

War Memorials magazine.

GAPTC Pianning Update.

Detalls on the Second Round Stakeholder Engagement - Local Development Guide covering the types
ofinfrastructure the County Council might be seeking to mitigate the impact of proposed development
to make it acceptable in planning terms.

Reminder of requirement for photographic ID to participate in Gloucestershire County Council
elections due to take place on 1% May, 2025.

A request was received seeking volunteers to fill three available places for Parish/Town Council |
Representatives on the SDC Standards Sub-Committee had been reissued. There was no interest
shown during the meeting.

Schedule of upcoming events from Stroud District Council.

Announcement from GAPTC concerning proposed transition to a Company Limited by Guarantee and
name change to Gloucestershire Association of Local Councils (GALC). =
Other general email correspondence circulated between meetings. :

14/02
Chairman’s Items
All relevant matters had been raised during the course of the meeting.

15/02

Other Business

Playing Field Pavilion — As both Clir Jones and Mrs Jones were not present at the meeting no update
was given,

Parish Projects ~ Clir Paynter suggested that the availability of free of charge cycle racks could be

revisited, if still available, with the possibility of installing a facility adjacent to the A38 bus shelters to
assist with integrated travel,

Parish Church ~ No further update.

16/02

Future Agenda Items
There were no new agenda items proposed for the next meeting.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:32pm.




CHAIRMAN — Weadnesday 2™ April, 2025,
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