MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD
IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL AT 7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 8%
JANUARY, 2025

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting, including the 2 members of the public in
attendance.

Public Forum

A discussion was had concerning the renewal of the proposed Licence Agreement permitting use of
the Playing Field Pavilion Car park by the village school. The Clerk advised that Clir Maisey had
reviewed the document, as promised, in his capacity as a retired solicitor and agreed that the
agreement, as drafted placed, obligations on the Parish Council that would not be appropriate as it
does not occupy nor control the site. Revisions were to be proposed.

00/01

Present

There were 6 Parish Councillors present, including Councillors Paynter (Chairman), Hay (Vice-Chair),
Braidford, Douglas, Jones and Mrs Younger. The Clerk and 2 members of the public were in
attendance.

01/01

Apologies

Apologies were received and accepted from Clir Mrs Gilmore along with District Councillor Richard
Maisey and County Councillor Stephen Davies.

02/01

Declarations of Interest

Clir Jones declared aninterestinregard to item 7 (i), Whitminster Community Fund grant applications,
in regard to the submission from the Whitminster Village Hall & Playing Field Management
Committee. It was noted that he is Chair of that Committee.

03/01

Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting of 4" December 2024 were signed as a true record of the proceedings
subject to the following amendments:

05/12 County Councillor & District Councillor Reports — 8" line — ‘and’ changed to read ‘an’.

05/12 County Councillor & District Councillor Reports — 21% line — ‘supped’ changed to read
‘supposed’.

05/12 County Councillor & District Councillor Reports — 28" line — ‘of’ removed.

06/12 Planning — Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Matter — 10 line — hyphen
inserted into ‘shop-lifting’.

09/12 Highways & Byways — 10" line — ‘Hyde’ changed to read ‘Grove’.

04/01
Matters Arising



It was noted that the solar panel array had been installed on the Village Hall roof. The project had
gone to plan and a letter of thanks for the financial support given by Council was received from the
Management Committee and read to the meeting.

05/01

County Councillor & District Councillor Reports

There had been little activity at both the District & County Councils overthe Christmas period and with
both Councillors unable to attend the meeting there was nothing to report.

06/01

Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues

A Community Warden update had been received detailing changes to be effective from 15 January
2025 following the departure of two members of the team. Until recruitment could be completed
there would be four Wardens for the District with the areasplit into two sectors. Any issues should be
communicated via the generic neighbourhood.wardens@stroud.gov.uk or at Community Safety
Surgeries that can be booked on-line.

There was no communication from the police and no community safety alerts of relevance.

A request for information had been submitted to Slimbridge Parish Council in connection with their
ANPR traffic signs.

Confirmation had been received from Graham Simpson of Newtwork & Traffic Management at
Gloucestershire County Council that the proposed traffic monitoring for School Lane would take place
in late February and would identify bi-directional volumes, speed and classification in regard to vehicle
type as had been requested.

07/01

Whitminster Community Fund — To consider applications

A small number of requests had been received for application forms for the Community Fund and
these had been duly issued with two completed forms returned. A further completed form and grant
request was awaited from the village school.

The two applications received were duly considered thus:

e  Whitminster Village Hall & Playing Field Charity - £1,000:00 requested towards the cost of
security and fire systems for the new Playing Field Pavilion. Council supported this application
and to make a contribution to a total value of £1,000:00 plus VAT but asked that the
Committee identify and element of the works, such as the proposed CCTV system that Counci
should specifically purchase and donate. This was on the basis that such equipment would be
of wider community value overseeingand protecting the soon to be installed skate ramp and
its environs. Cllr Jones did not participate in the discussions but was present and aware of the
outcome, as was Mrs Honor Jones, and both agreed to feed this back and for the Committee
to revert to Council in due course.

e Guideposts (charity) in support of local Guideposts Connect Group - £500:00 to further help
the Connect Group in Whitminster in potentially organising a Summer trip, extra craft
materials, planninga Christmas mealand hiring transport for those who are wh eelchair bound
to enjoy a trip out. Council supported this application in principle but asked for further
information concerning the number of Whitminster residents that this might exist and how
any donation could be ringfenced, if passed to the overarching charity, to ensure it is
committed to the local group. An alternative idea floated was to address the costs of hall hire
for the meetingvenue to allow other fundsto be committed to the listed planned activities.
Further details would be requested.

08/01
Planning



Decisions to Note
S.24/2065/TCA Fromebridge Reserve, Fromebridge Lane, Whitminster, Glos.
T1-T4 Veteran Willows - Pollard trees to 1.5m above ground.
The District Council had no objection and so the works could proceed.
Applications to Consider
S.24/2293/VAR Land Parcel A & B, Moreton Valence, Gloucestershire.
Variation of Condition 9 (Construction Traffic — CTMP and CTMS) from permission S.24/0169/VAR
This proposed amendment would permit construction traffic and deliveries between 7am and 8am,
9:30am and 3pm and 4pmto 7:30pm. Council resolved to oppose this proposal for a variety of reasons
including:
e The evening delivery period would permit deliveries outside of the permitted site working
hours.
e  Whilst the school day formally ends at 3:15pm after school clubs continue until 5:30pm and
hence vehicle movements would continue during hours of school pick up.
e The proposedtimings could permitlarge delivery vehiclesto use the lane at times when they
would conflict with school buses following scheduled routes.
e The timings at both ends of the day would give rise to heavy vehicles using the lane at times
when school children would be walking to and from school bus stops.
e The evening delivery hours would conflict with period when children could be using School
Lane to access the playing field and amenities after school.
For these reasons Council would wish to see the application refused.
Cllr Paynteragreedto bring the application to the attention of the local school bus operators should
they have concerns that they might wish to raise.
Local Plan & Other Planning Matters
Onthe subject of the business units developed in the car park of the Whitminster Inn without consent,
Simon Penketh of SDC Planning Enforcement had been in touch with Cllr Paynter to advise that he was
liaising with his line manager with a view to progressing the investigation and would provide updates,
generally every 30 days.
Council was made aware of an Environmental Impact Screening request concerning a solar farm site
straddling Fretherne with Saul and Longney/Epney Parish Council areas. Experience was sought to
assist with addressing this request. Council resolved to lean any supportit could offerin opposing this
potential new solar farm application.
There was nothing further to consider concerning the Local Plan.

09/01

Highways & Byways

On footpaths, Cllr Paynter had submitted furtherissues via Fix My Street, concerning dead Elm trees
in roadside hedges, but whether any action would follow remained to be seen. He had received no
response from the County Council Public Rights of Way Officer in response the last round of issues
raised.

Notice had beenreceived of a temporary road closure for 25 metres outside 24 — 28 Upton’s Garden
for water apparatus installation works.

In regard to the availability of free cycle racks, that had been raised at the last meeting, Clir Paynter
suggested there might be an opportunity forthese to be installed adjacenttothe A38 bus sheltersto
improve transport integration.

There were no other highway matters discussed other than a general update on the solar farm and
deliveries. Clir Paynter had circulated further correspondence he had entered into with the site
management team and his efforts appeared to be paying dividends, despite a number of
contraventions that had been noted, with some improvement. This would continue to be monitored.

10/01



Skate Ramp
Whilst further grant aid was explored an application for a site meeting had been requested of the

agents acting on behalf of the oil pipeline operator. This had first required an account to be set up via
the national database for ‘dig enquiries’ - LSBUD. This had been done and a response was awaited
from Fisher German, agents for Exolum Pipeline Services.

11/01

Solar Farm

Cllr Paynter had circulated further correspondence by email relating to site deliveries. The situation
would continue to be monitored.

On an associated matter, Clir Paynter had been in touch with Kamil Giza of RWE on the subject of
debris blocking a roadside ditch and causing water to flow back into the road. Photographs has been
circulated.

12/01

Accounts

Accounts for Payment

The following payment were approved and cheques drawn:
Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association

Annual membership. £50:00
Cllr D Paynter

Reimbursement of village gateway purchase — Glasdon. £1,277:46
T W Hawkins & Sons (5.G.M.S.)

Grass cutting £586:75
Whitminster Village Hall

Hall hire for December meeting. £15:00

New Bank Account

A telephone call and email correspondence had been received from Aisah De Souza of Natwest
following the advice that they would not be able to offer Council the account that had been applied
for, despite the progress that had been made, and offering an alternative business account solution
with on-line access. This was to be followed up, although it was proving difficult to reach her when
returning calls. Meanwhile, the offeringavailable from Lloyds was to be revisited given the fact that
Frampton PC had recently managed to navigate the route to on-line banking. Efforts would be made
to find out which branch they had used and to see if a contact name could be obtained.

Other Financial Matters

The balance at the bank was confirmed as £99,337:15 as at the date of the meeting.

There weas nothing further to report on the matter of the audit.

13/01

Correspondence

Clerks & Councils Direct magazine.

TROW magazine.

Annual Report from Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association.

Email correspondence from Gloucestershire County Council Transport Planning Team concerning
webinar dates for the Western Gateway STB: Draft Strategic Investment Plan Consultation.

Email from Stroud District Palestine Solidarity Campaign asking to attend with a stall atany community
Spring or Summer fetes the Council may be involved with.

Email communication between ClIr Paynter, District Cllr Maisey and Tom Sheppard of Newland Hoes
concerning the availability of superfast broadbandin the village — it was confirmed that BT fibre had
been installed in their sites in Whitminster.

Draft Minutes of the November meeting of Severn Voice.




Gloucestershire Rural Community Council electronic newsletter.
Other general email correspondence circulated between meetings.

14/01

Chairman’s Items

Newland Homes — Clir Paynter informed the meeting that following the discussions had with Tom
Sheppard and his colleague from Newland Homes nothing more had been heard on the matter of the
potential adoption of amenity land. It was felt that maybe the matter had been raised with an
expectation that the Council would welcome ownership of the land and take on responsibility without
any form of commuted sum and that perhaps the proposal of a payment had led to a change in
direction.

Cllr Paynter had no other Chairman’s matters to raise that had not been discussed during the course
of the meeting.

15/01

Other Business

Playing Field Pavilion —Clir Jones gave afurther brief update onthe progress of the new pavilion, again
advising that arrangements could be made for anyone interested in the work to date to be shown
around. There had been little change since the last meetingand efforts were ongoingto get a meter
installed to energise the power supply to the building.

Parish Church — Cllr Douglas was pleased to report that the church had become active again with the
input of a couple from Framilode who were due thanks.

Parish Projects — A discussion was had to summarise future projects that focused on a potential 20mph
zone in the area of the village school and new bus shelters as well as possible associated grant
applications.

16/01

Future Agenda Items
Tree Preservation Orders
Emergency Plan

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:33pm.

CHAIRMAN — Wednesday 5" February, 2025.




