MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD
IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL AT 7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 2™
APRIL, 2025.

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting, including 1 member of the public who was in
attendance.

Public Forum
There were no issues raised by the member of the public present.

00/04

Present

There were 6 Parish Councillors present in the room, while ClIr John Jones joined the meeting by teams
as he was unable to leave his house due to ill health. The full compliment of 7 councillors participating
in the meeting included Councillors Paynter (Chairman), Hay (Vice-Chair), Braidford, Douglas, Mrs
Gilmore, Jones and Mrs Younger. The Clerk, County Councillor Stephen Davies, District Councillor
Richard Maisey and one member of the public were also in attendance.

01/04

Apologies

An apology was received and accepted from ClIr John Jones who was not present at the meeting due to
ill health but was participating remotely.

02/04
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest raised in regard to known agenda items.

03/04

Minutes

The Minutes of the meetings of 5" February, 2025, and 5" March, 2025, were both signed as a true
record of the proceedings following one observation relating to the February minutes, that was
considered not to warrant a change, and one amendment to the March minutes under Public Form
where ‘member’ was changed to read ‘members’.

04/04

Matters Arising
There were no matters arising that did not be addressed under other formal agenda items.

05/04

Planning

Decisions to Note

No formal decision notices had been received.

Applications to Consider

On the matter of Rosedale, Bristol Road, Whitminster, Council had received no formal request for
comments on applications relating to changes to the proposed extension and the conversion of the
loft. As such Council resolved to pass no comments as neither application appeared contentious and it
was good to bring the house back into use.



On Oak Cottages, Hyde Lane, Whitminster, again, no request for comments had been received
concerning this Listed Building application to change windows. Council resolved to leave this matter to
the discretion of the Conservation Officer.

S.25/0407/FUL Whitminster Hotel, Bristol Road, Whitminster, Gloucestershire GL2 7NY

Change of use of existing public house ground floor (sui generis) to gym (E(d)) and physiotherapy and
sports therapy clinic E(e).

Council resolved to oppose this application and passed several comments as follows:

e Submitted drawings are inaccurate in that the central reservation is not depicted and
therefore access and egress from the site would not be as proposed.

e Supporting plans incorrectly identify parking spaces that are not presently available for use by
the proposed development as they form part of site of existing containerised retail units. It
does not set out whether this unauthorised development would be removed thus providing
parking for the proposed development and other users within the main building.

¢ No detail has been provided in regard to likely daily trip generation numbers.

¢ No information has been provided relating to proposed hours of operations.

e The proposed development does not seem to address issues relating to disabled access and
doe not identify adequate facilities within the development foe changing etc.

e There is currently an existing issue with the access from the Northbound carriageway having
not been constructed in compliance with previously agreed plans and, further, providing
insufficient safe refuge for turning vehicles.

® The 40 car parking spaces identified are not currently available as they are already utilised by
the Indian and Chinese restaurants on site as well as the fish & chip shop, holiday chalets and
numerous unauthorised retail units. These spaces seem to be identified several times over in
many planning applications that have been submitted in recent years. On each occasion the
existing uses continue whilst new uses are permitted with the parking spaces not addressed.

In addition the issues highlighted above, Council would urge the Local Planning Authority to

progress enforcement action to remove the unauthorised retail units and address issues

concerning the access as soon as possible.
Local Plan & Other Planning Matters
The comments submitted by the Parish Council is respect of scoping reports relating to proposed large
scale developments within the Parish had not been uploaded onto the planning site and this was being
pursued.
Concerning the proposed variation od delivery times to the solar farm site, this would be considered at
the Development Control Committee meeting the following Tuesday. As ClIr Younger would be away it
was proposed that Cllr Hay would pick up the submission she had planned to make and as the Head
Teacher at the school was away then ClIr Braidford would liaise with her over comments. ClIr Brown
would have the opportunity to speak for as long as necessary and was being asked to attend instead of
Clir Maisey now that he is a member of the Committee. Photos to illustrate the situation were to be
used whilst making the main points that this appears to be a late stage in the development to make
this request; the decision to grant consent for the overall development was based on the traffic
measures proposed and the now suggested permitted hours would allow deliveries outside of the
permitted site operation hours.
On the Draft Local Plan, District Cllr Maisey and County Cllr Davies both, once again, provided their
views on the Inspectors concluding the draft plan as unsound. Cllr Maisey reported that no response
had been received from the Planning Inspectors in reply to the letter sent challenging their decision.
Nowe that it seemed to be the case that there was not a 5 year land supply in place the Draft Local Plan
was essentially being ignored by developers. The approach to development across tiered settlements
was also now in doubt.
On considering potential trees for the submission of Tree Preservation Order requests, Cllr Paynter
advised he would look to commit a day per week to progressing this.



06/04

County Councillor & District Councillor Reports

District Councillor Richard Maisey informed the meeting he had not a lot to say on District Council
related matters but added that now he is on the Development Control Committee he would be
pressing to take a detailed look into why planning enforcement matters take so long to progress. He
had already enquired if Council Officer inspected every site when a planning application is submitted
and the answer is that they do when putting up the site consultation notices.

Cllr Paynter asked for help from both Clirs Maisey and Davies to resolve the issue of the two sets of
damaged railings close to the War Memorial and both agreed to follow up. Clir Davies also volunteered
to chase up the installation of the village gateway with the Area Highways Manager.

County Councillor Stephen Davies reported on a variety of County Council related matters including
the following items:

e  GCC holiday activities fund had been launched.

e QOver 500,000 new trees had been planted in the County and the number was well on the way
to 1m.

e Driven by relevant accident data, two new speed cameras had been installed.

e 98% of the County now had high speed broadband with other technologies now being
considered for the remainder. This meant the work undertaken by Gigaclear had now been
completed.

e New guide on Adult Social Care had been produced.

¢ During the Winter the counties gritters had travelled the equivalent of twice around the
equator.

* The matter of local government reform had gone quiet following the submission of a letter
relating to the options. A decision was due by the relevant Minister during August next year.

On specific local matters, there was concern in Frampton-on-Severn over the matter of sewage given
the various developments that had recently been permitted or were pending that would all route
wastewater via the facilities at Frampton.

On grant applications, the next round would now follow after 1°* May, 2025.

Finally, the County Council elections were fast approaching. Clir Davies highlighted the fact that there
was a full slate of candidates and urged everyone to use their vote.

07/04

Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues

ClIr Hay reaffirmed that he would take forward reviewing the Parish Emergency Plan as soon as he has
the time to do so.

There had been no update from the Neighbourhood Warden or local PCSO and Council was not aware
of any local incidents of late.

08/04

Whitminster Community Fund

No new applications had been received and nothing further had been submitted concerning the
application relating to the Playing Field Pavilion.

09/04

Highways & Byways

Cllr Douglas observed that School Lane was becoming wider as the verges were eroded by Solar Farm
traffic. It was noted that a record of condition had been prepared and located and hence the matter
would be followed up in respect of reinstatement at the completion of the project. On footpaths, Clir
Paynter had nothing further to report. He urged all to submit any issues they became aware of via Fix
My Street. Concern was raised relating to the road drain outside of Kidnams Farm and this would be
raised with the Area Highways Manager when next in contact.



10/04

Skate Ramp

An invoice had been received from Ten Construction Ltd in the sum of £44,095:20 by way of a deposit
for the order placed. It was felt that this was a sizeable amount given the status of the Council as a
Local Authority and so prior to approving any payment efforts were to be made to seek part payment
by credit card, if possible, to secure the relevant protection that comes with that, or to request a lower
sum and relevant assurances. Unfortunately, a credit card payment could not be made but a reduced
deposit of £32,278:20 had been agreed on, including VAT, and the Clerk had researched the company
further determining it had been established and successfully trading for several years with references
provided relating to similar projects recently complete. A payment had therefore been made and a
commencement date awaited that was likely to be over the Easter period.

11/04

Solar Farm

A discussion was had concerning the upcoming Development Control Committee meeting at which
proposed changes to delivery hours would be considered. Clir Maisey had confirmed he would be
participating as a member of the Committee and hence Clir Brown (the other member representing
that Ward) would be asked to speak. Representations would be put to the meeting from the Parish
Council and also on behalf of the village school, as the Head Teacher was away and unable to attend.

12/04
Accounts

Accounts for Payment
The following payment were approved and cheques drawn:

Ten Construction Ltd Skate ramp deposit £32,278:00
Clear Insurance Management Ltd Annual insurance premium £881:86
Clerk Annual salary & expenses £3,662:00
Whitminster Village Hall Hire fee (February 2025) £15:00
Gloucestershire County Council Speed survey £345:60

It was agreed that a cheque could be drawn between meetings, if required, in regard to the negotiated
deposit payment due to Ten Construction Ltd concerning the new skate ramp installation. This had
occurred but the initial cheque had been signed by CllIr Paynter prior to account changes being
implemented. Therefore, a replacement cheque was issued signed by Cllrs Douglas and Jones.

New Bank Account

Confirmation had been received concerning the progress of the application for a revised on-line
account with Lloyds. The hard copy process had been completed by Clirs Jones, Hay and Paynter as
well the Clerk. Further paper work was completed by the relevant Councillors during the meeting.
Other Financial Matters

The balance at the bank remained unchanged as the skate ramp deposit cheque had not cleared.
Audit

No further communication was received from Lia Turner at PKF Littlejohn. However, audit papers for
the financial year just ended had been received and were in the process of being com

13/04

Correspondence

The following items of correspondence were received:

Clerks & Councils Direct magazine.

TROW magazine.

GRCC updates.

Other general email correspondence circulated between meetings.



14/04

Chairman’s Items

Severn Voice - Clir Paynter reported on the recent meeting that included discussions around the
proposed new Arlingham Saltmarsh (proposed by EDF to mitigate the aquatic impact of the Hinkley
Point nuclear power plan under construction) that had been retracted; the proposed creation of one
or more unitary authorities for the County of Gloucestershire that may result in more responsibility for
parish councils; verge mowing contract details; the reversion to the status quo concerning flood
defences - committee members were being sought for a working group to look at flood resilience and
other shared issues relating to planning. Under this item Clirs Paynter and Hay confirmed that they had
started looking at areas of the village that could benefit from attention and spraying out and also that
Sam Merrett had indicated he would be willing to take on this work.

15/04

Other Business

Playing Field Pavilion - ClIr Jones advised that progress on the pavilion continued to be made albeit
slowly. Plastering has been completed and the walls had received an initial coat of paint. He was not
sure as to the status of work on the WCs as he hadn’t been able to visit the site for the past two
months. Carpet was being fitted, a disabled access ramp installed and it was hoped that the facility
would be available for the first cricket match of the season at the end of April. There remained lots to
do and time was tight. However, of a positive note, an enquiry had come in from a girls football club
interested in making Whitminster its home.

Parish Projects - A brief discussion was had concerning future projects to which CIL funding could be
allocated from consented development sites and other planning related agreements. This focused on
a possible replacement noticeboard for outside the Village Hall, as raised by Cllr Douglas, as well as
advancing a 20mph school safety zone that could be linked with potential further development within
the village. This may be considered further following analysis of planned traffic survey work.

Parish Church - ClIr Douglas informed the meeting that the Annual PCC meeting would take place on
29" April where the future of Whitminster Church would be set out. He said that whatever might be
proposed the public will have a final say.

16/04

Future Agenda Items
There were no new agenda items proposed for the next meeting.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:29pm.

CHAIRMAN - Wednesday 7" May, 2025.



