
 

MINUTES  OF  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  WHITMINSTER  PARISH
COUNCIL  HELD  IN  WHITMINSTER  VILLAGE  HALL  AT  7:30PM  ON
WEDNESDAY 7  TH   MAY, 2025.  

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting, including District Cllr Robert Brown. There were
no members of the public in attendance.

Public Forum
There were no issues raised as there were no members of the public present.

At this point in the meeting Cllr Paynter repeated the comments he had given to the Annual Parish
Meeting concerning the sad death of District Councillor Richard Maisey. He had worked very hard
since his election and would be greatly missed.

00/05
Present
There were 5 Parish Councillors present including Cllrs Paynter (Chair), Hay (Vice Chair), Douglas, Mrs
Gilmore and Mrs Younger, along with the Clerk and District Cllr Brown. There were no members of the
public in attendance.

01/05
Apologies
Cllr John Jones sent his apologies as he was unwell in hospital and Cllr Braidford was unable to attend
due to childcare responsibilities. County Councillor Stephen Davies was attending another Parish that
had become part of his division following the recent County Council elections. He had sent a written
report to the Annual Parish Meeting that proceeded the Parish Council meeting and apologised in
advance if he was late or unable to join. Mrs Honor Jones had also sent an apology as being unable to
attend as a member of the public. All apologies were accepted.

02/05
Election of Chair
There had been no nominations received in advance of the meeting. However, Cllr Younger nominated
Cllr Paynter and Cllr Jones had also indicated he would be pleased to do so, in comments made ahead
of the meeting, if necessary. Cllr Hay seconded this nomination and all were in favour. Cllr Paynter was
therefore elected as Chair for the coming civic year.

03/05
Appointment of Vice Chair
Cllr Paynter asked if he would be prepared to continue for a further year and on his agreement he was
duly appointed.

04/05
Appointment of Responsible Financial Officer
The Clerk was appointed to this role.

05/05
Appointment of Representatives and Special Responsibilities
It was agreed that Cllr Gilmore would continue as Parish Council Representative on the Whitminster
Village Hall & Playing Field Management Committee when that AGM comes around later in the year.



Parish Council Wards of Responsibility were reviewed and determined as follows:
Cllr Paynter – Hyde Lane, Holbury Crescent , Grove Lane & A38 South.
Cllr Hay – Little Holbury & Kidnams Walk.
Cllr Jones – Paynes Meadow & Little Holbury.
Cllr Gilmore – in support of and as per Cllr Jones above.
Cllr Younger - School Lane to Walk Bridge & Schoolfield Close.
Cllr Braidford – Upton’s Garden, Rickyard Way & Parklands.

06/05
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest raised in regard to known agenda items.
 
07/05
Minutes
The Minutes of the meetings of 2nd April, 2025, were both signed as a true record of the proceedings
following the amendments detailed below:
04/04 – Matters Arising – 1st line - ‘did’ changed to read ‘would’.
05/04 – Planning – Applications to Consider – 5th bullet point – ‘foe’ changed to read ‘for’.
05/04 – Planning – Local Plan & Other Matters – 4th line – ‘od’ changed to read ‘of’.
05/04 – Planning – Local Plan & Other Matters – 17th line – ‘nowe’ changed to read ‘now’.
12/04 – Accounts – Audit – 2nd line – ‘com’ changed to read ‘completed’.

08/05
Matters Arising
There were no matters arising that did not be addressed under other formal agenda items.

09/05
County Councillor & District Councillor Reports
There  were  no  reports  supplementary  to  those  submitted  to  the  Annual  Parish  Meeting  that
proceeded the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.

10/05
Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues
Cllr Hay reaffirmed that he would take forward reviewing the Parish Emergency Plan as soon as he has
the time to do so. 
There had been no update from the Neighbourhood Warden or local PCSO and Council was not aware
of any local incidents of late.
There were no other matters to consider other than to note that follow up should occur regarding
obtaining more information on the speed cameras and signs used in Slimbridge Parish.

11/05
Planning
Decisions to Note
S.25/0488/LBC Oak Cottages, Hyde Lane, Whitminster, Glos. GL2 7LT
Replacement of five windows.
Refused.
S.25/0441/CPL Rosedale, Bristol Road, Whitminster, Glos. GL2 7LU
Installation of box dormer to facilitate loft conversion.
Refused.
S.25/0450/VAR Rosedale, Bristol Road, Whitminster, Glos. GL2 7LU



Variation of condition 2 from permission S.22/1909/HHOLD – Omission of garage and provision of
additional living space, replace garage door with window and relocation of door on side elevation.
Permitted.
Applications to Consider
On the matter of Rosedale, Bristol Road, Whitminster, Council had received no formal request for
comments on an application relating to a further non materials amendment and it was not considered
appropriate to review and comment.
There no applications received for Council to consider and submit formal comments.
Local Plan & Other Planning Matters
It was considered that the Local Plan had been adequately covered during discussions had during the
Annual Parish Meeting and there was nothing further to add. 
Similarly, there was no new news relating to the large-scale pending applications.
On the subject of the retail units at the Whitminster Inn car park, Cllr Brown was to bring himself up to
speed on the issue in order to discuss further at the next meeting.
 
12/05
Whitminster Community Fund
No new applications had been received. Concerning the application relating to the Playing Field
Pavilion, the situation had changed in regard to the VAT treatment of the project and as a result it was
considered appropriate to simply make a payment directly to the Management Committee for the
agreed sum.

13/05
Highways & Byways
Cllr Paynter advised that he been unable to get any response to requests for updates concerning the
necessary railing repairs near the War Memorial, nor in reply to Public Rights of Way matters. Similarly,
there did not seem to be any progress being made in regard to issues logged via Mix My Street. He
intended to follow up on the installation of the village gateway, that he had stored at home, and also
would look to make progress concerning potential trees to be identified for Tree Preservation Orders,
accessible from footpaths, now that trees were in leaf and could be more easily identified.

14/05
Skate Ramp
The Clerk and Chair were able to report that works were underway on site and they had met with the
Head Teacher of the village school to discuss some minor matters that could reduce the impact of the
work on the school.

15/05
Solar Farm
Those that had attended the Development Control Committee meeting at which proposed changes to
delivery hours were considered were thanked for their input that had resulted in a successful result,
although a decision notice was still awaited.

16/05
Accounts
Accounts for Payment
The following payment were approved and cheques drawn:
None.
New Bank Account
All necessary paperwork had been completed and submitted.
Other Financial Matters



The balance at the bank as at 1st May 2025 was £79,578:04 and this was following the cheque in part
payment for the skate ramp having cleared.
Audit
No further communication was received from Lia Turner at PKF Littlejohn. However, audit papers for
the financial year just ended had been received and were partially completed although there were
functionality issues with the template. 

17/05
Correspondence
The following items of correspondence were received:
Clerks & Councils Direct magazine.
TROW magazine.
GRCC updates.
Other general email correspondence circulated between meetings.

18/05
Chairman’s Items
None.

19/05
Other Business
Playing Field Pavilion – There was nothing further to report but the Clerk and Cllr Paynter did advise
that that they had visited the pavilion while meeting to discuss the skate ramp and it appeared to
ready for the first cricket match of the season that was understood to be scheduled for the coming
weekend.
Parish Projects – A brief discussion was had concerning future projects that included bush shelters;
cycle racks (the clerk advised he may be able to source some second hand units); camera coverage for
the crossroads; green space maintenance; village hall notice board and an update of the village walks
guide. It was hoped that these items could be progressed during the new civic year following the
completion of the skate ramp project. Cllrs Paynter and Hay were to investigate further options
relating to green space maintenance and the Clerk had circulated details of the current works as billed.
Parish Church – Nothing further to report.

20/05
Future Agenda Items
There were no new agenda items proposed for the next meeting although as a reminder it was noted
that Cllr Davies should be pursued at or after the next meeting over the matter of grant funding toward
the village gateway signage.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:05pm.

CHAIRMAN – Wednesday 4  th   June, 2025.  


