-MINLES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH
COUNCIL HELD IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL AT 7:30PM ON
WEDNESDAY 4™ JUNE, 2025.

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting, including District Cllr Robert Brown. There was
one member of the public in attendance.

Public Forum

Mrs Honor Jones raised, as a matter for information, an incident that had recently occurred outside the
Village Hall and involving her colleague on the Whitminster Village Hall & Playing Field Management
Committee, Gill Rogers, who was almost struck by a van that had mounted the pavement. The incident
was being reviewed through the use of CCTV footage.

00/06

Present

There were 6 Parish Councillors present including Cllrs Paynter (Chair), Hay (Vice Chair), Braidford,
Douglas, Mrs Gilmore and Mrs Younger, along with the Clerk and District Clir Brown. There was one
member of the public in attendance.

01/06

Apologies

Cllr John Jones sent an apologiy as he was unwell in hospital due to complications following a fall. At
this point in the meeting a letter of resignation, received from CllIr Jones, was read and reluctantly
accepted. Mr Jones felt that he was unlikely to regain full health and mobility to actively engage in
Parish Council activity in the future. This was noted as a sad moment for all Councillors and the village
as a whole, given the dedication John has shown to the parish over very many years as Parish
Councillor, Chairman of the Parish Council, Local Authority Councillor, Chairman of the Whitminster
Village Hall & Playing Field Management Committee as well as his involvement with and support of
several good causes. A letter of thanks and appreciation was approved by Council and handed to Mrs
Jones to pass on. It was agreed an appropriate opportunity to thank John would be arranged once he
was able to return home to the village.

An apology was also received and accepted from County Councillor Stephan Davies who was away on
holiday.

02/06
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest raised in regard to known agenda items.

03/06

Minutes

The Minutes of the meetings of 7™ May, 2025, were signed as a true record of the proceedings
following the amendments detailed below:

03/05 - Appointment of Vice Chair - 1* line - insertion of ‘Cllr Hay’ to replace ‘he’.

16/05 - Accounts - Accounts for Payment - 1% line - ‘payment’ changed to read ‘payments’.

04/06

Matters Arising
There were no matters arising that did not be addressed under other formal agenda items.



05/06
County Councillor & District Councillor Reports
A brief written report had been received from County Councillor Stephen Davies as follows:
e At full Council Lisa Spivey, Liberal Democrat, was made leader of the Council and details of her
cabinet can be found on-line.
e 98 of school children secured a primary school place of their choice with 91 securing their first
choice.
e  Council is offering £50,000 in grant funding for communities to help reduce carbon emissions
and the impact of climate change.
e Work will commence on Park Bridge in Castle Lane on 23" June for 5 days.
On District Council Matters, Clir Brown, reminded those present of the Severn Ward by-election that
would be taking place the following week; highlighted the availability of funding from Rural England on
capital projects - details of round one (23™ June) on the SDC website; informed Council that questions
concerning the operation of Planning Enforcement at SDC had been raised via the Audit & Standards
Committee and noted that the SDC railings in the vicinity of the War Memorial had been repaired. On
the unauthorised development at the Whitminster Inn, known as ‘Krate Village’, Cllr Bown had been
informed that no notice had been issued. This was contrary to what Council had been told previously.
He was continuing to pursue the matter. Clir Brown then had to leave the meeting at 7:49pm to move
on to his ‘day job’ as he had GCSE marking to undertake.

06/06

Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues

Cllr Hay reaffirmed that he would take forward reviewing the Parish Emergency Plan as soon as he has
the time to do so.

There had been no update from the Neighbourhood Warden or local PCSO and Council was not
directly aware of any local incidents of late, although a review of on-line information identified that
there had been 4 crimes recorded during March and all had been antisocial behaviour.

07/06

Planning

Decisions to Note

On the matter of Rosedale, Bristol Road, Whitminster, Council had received no formal request for
comments on an application relating to a further non materials amendment and had not considered it
appropriate to review and comment. That application had been granted.

S.25/0488/1LBC Oak Cottages, Hyde Lane, Whitminster, Glos. GL2 7LT

Replacement of five windows.

Refused.

Applications to Consider

S.25/0961/TPO TPO 502 Uptons Garden Whitminster Gloucester Gloucestershire GL2 7LP

T1 Black Mulberry - Crown reduction works to include spread reduction of 3m to South East stem due
to the failure of split out South East side of tree. Reduce spread to North West side by 2m to retain
crown shape, cutting back to strong secondary growth. Shape and balance.

Council resolved to defer to the knowledge of the Tree Officer and passed no comment on this
application.

Local Plan & Other Planning Matters

There was nothing further to discuss concerning the Local Plan.

On the matter of pending applications, it was considered that it would be appropriate to make contact
with the planning officer dealing to explore how best to engage with potential developers if there is
the possibility that the sites in question might move forward. Discussion was also had on the merits of
potentially engaging a planning consultant or barrister to assist in opposing negative impact
developments if proposals develop.



Enforcement matters had been considered during the District Councillor’s report.

08/06

Whitminster Community Fund

No new applications had been received. Cheques were drawn to make payment of the grants thus far
agreed.

09/06

Highways & Byways

ClIr Paynter advised that he been unable to get any response to requests for updates concerning the
necessary railing repairs near the War Memorial, nor in reply to Public Rights of Way matters, in regard
to the County Council but the railings being the responsibility of the District Council had bene repaired
as reported on above. Similarly, there did not seem to be any progress being made in regard to issues
logged via Mix My Street. However, on a positive note the installation of the new village gateway in
School Lane had been completed.

It was noted that there had been issues with vans parking in Paynes Meadow and causing access issues
for disabled people. Photographs would be compiled and follow so that relevant action could be taken.
Cllr Mrs Younger reported that the majority of the rogue estate agent signs had been addresses and
she would follow up concerning those that remained.

Clirs Paynter and Hay had been reviewing the grasses areas within the Parish that might require
maintenance and were compiling a spreadsheet prior to seeking prices.

10/06

Skate Ramp

The storage container at the end of the pavilion had been moved with the help of staff and equipment
from the Newland Homes development. Clir Paynter was seeking quotes from a graffiti artist to paint
the sides, i.e. the no running surfaces.

Under this item the recent play equipment and gym equipment safety check was discussed and a copy
circulated to Mrs Honor Jones. Prices would be requested from the suppler if the gym equipment for
the necessary repairs that had been highlighted.

11/06

Solar Farm

There had been no further issues relating to traffic movements.

Clir Brown, before leaving the meeting, had advised that he had checked and there was no formal
process at the end of the development to check that the works were compliant and hence it would
remain for the Parish Council to scrutinise and follow up on any matters with Enforcement should it
prove necessary.

12/06
Accounts

Accounts for Payment
The following payment were approved and cheques drawn:

GAPTC Annual Membership £292:79
The Play Inspection Company Ltd Inspection £108:30
Whitminster Playing Field Pavilion Community Grant £1,000:00
Guideposts Trust Community Grant £500:00
Whitminster Primary School Community Grant £1,000:00

New Bank Account
All necessary paperwork had been completed and submitted.
Other Financial Matters



The balance at the bank as at the last statement, being 1** May 2025, was £79,578:04 and this was
following the cheque in part payment for the skate ramp that had previously cleared..

Audit

No further communication was received from Lia Turner at PKF Littlejohn. However, audit papers for
the financial year just ended had been received and were partially completed although there were
functionality issues with the template.

13/06

Correspondence

The following items of correspondence were received:

Clerks & Councils Direct magazine.

TROW magazine.

GRCC updates.

Offer of free trees.

Other general email correspondence circulated between meetings.

14/06

Chairman’s Items

The Chairman reported that he had suggested to the new girls’ football team established in the village
that they may look to seek funding for nets to prevent the loss of balls through Newland Homes being
the developer of the site causing concern.

Discussion moved on to obtaining quotes for new bus shelters and potential sources of grant funding
as well as which noticeboards may be in need of refurbishment or replacement.

15/06

Other Business

Playing Field Pavilion - Mrs Honor Jones reported that the pavilion was in use but remained an
ongoing project. A fete was being organised for 24" August to thank all those that had contributed
support to the project. A ribbon would be cut to mark the installation of a bench in memory of Dennis
Clarle. Grant funding was being sought to the finish the kitchen and, in the meantime, work was
progressing to upgrade the dug outs and play area.

Parish Projects - Bus shelters had been discussion under Chairman’s Items above.

Parish Church - The church was to be use for an upcoming wedding. In regard to the future of the
church, a meeting was being held with the Bishop on the following Monday evening.

16/06

Future Agenda ltems
None.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:38pm.

CHAIRMAN - Wednesday 2" July, 2025.



