
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD
IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL  AT  7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 3  rd  
SEPTEMBER, 2025.

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting, including District Cllr Robert Brown. There were
no members of the public in attendance.

Public Forum
There were no members of the public present and hence no matters were raised.

00/09
Present
There  were  5  Parish  Councillors  present  including  Cllrs  Paynter  (Chair),  Braidford,  Douglas,  Mrs
Gilmore and Mrs Younger, along with the Clerk and District Cllr Robert Brown. There were no members
of the public in attendance.

01/09
Apologies
An apology for absence had been submitted in advance by Cllr Hay and duly accepted. An apology was
also offered and accepted from Cllr Mrs Gilmore for her late arrival at the meeting. County Councillor
Stephen Davies had sent an apology for being unable to attend the meeting but had submitted a
written report.

02/09
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest raised in regard to known agenda items.
 
03/09
Minutes
The Minutes of the July meeting were approved as a true record, as proposed amendments had been
circulated by Cllr Hay prior to the meeting and changed whilst remaining in draft form.

04/09
Matters Arising
There were no matters arising that would not be discussed as part of other listed agenda items.

05/09 
County Councillor & District Councillor Reports
On District  Council  Matters,  Cllr  Brown informed the meeting that,  in  regard to the Local  Plan,
information had come to light suggesting that improvements could be made to Junctions 12 & 14 of
the M5 motorway at a far smaller cost than previously envisaged. The view of the administration at the
District  Council  was,  therefore,  that  this  removed  the  main  objections  posed  by  the  Planning
Inspectors and a request had been made for the previous conclusion to be reviewed. Cllr Brown
advised that the next stage in respect of the unauthorised development at the Whitminster Inn, known
as Krate Village, would be the service of an Enforcement Notice that he had been assured was being
progressed. The Parish Council would be kept informed as matters proceeded as it was listed as a
formal objector to the unlawful development. There followed some discussion as to whether the
Environmental Health team at SDC was or should be involved, especially given the apparent lack of
sanitary and drainage facilities on site.



At this point in the meeting newly elected District Cllr Shannon briefly called into the meeting to put a
face to her name before leaving. 
Turning to County Council matters and Cllr Stephen Davies had sent his apologies and a written update
that was read to the meeting. Issues to be raised for him to pursue included investigating the options
with regard to electronic bus shelter signage; how to progress the potential 20mph road safety zones
and the reinstatement of the pedestrian safety barrier on the pavement adjacent to the A38, following
the damage caused by a tree falling from District Council owned land.

06/09
Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues
There had been no update from the Neighbourhood Warden Service and it was understood that PCSO
Trebble’s role had been closed at Gloucestershire Constabulary. Therefore, Council believed there to
no longer be any dedicated Police cover for the Parish. A discussion as to how to take forward the
Emergency Plan could be had at a future meeting when Cllr Hay would be present.

07/09
Planning
Decisions to Note
There were no decisions to note for which formal notice had been given.
Applications to Consider
S.25/1316/FUL Whitminster Service Station, Bristol Road, Whitminster, Gloucestershire.

Erection of a commercial building comprising two industrial (B2) units with
related loading and parking spaces.

Council  was pleased to see revisions from the previous application and resolved to support this
application subject to the following comments:

 Restriction on the hours of operation so as not to impact the amenity of adjacent residential
property.

 Clarity over a deliverable solution to provide cycle parking.
 Assurance that appropriate decontamination will be undertaken.
 Adequate off-road parking to serve any potential future uses as well as for deliveries and

refuse vehicles to be able to enter and exit in forward gear.
S.25/1207/FUL Holiday  Homes,  Whitminster  Park,  Bristol  Road,  Whitminster,

Gloucestershire.
Proposed siting of 13 additional static holiday caravans within the approved
confines of existing holiday park.

Council resolved to oppose this application for the following reasons:
 Outside of Development Settlement Limit and therefore new development in countryside as

previous use for marquee events was only temporary, by definition of the nature of the
structure.

 Unsustainable location as bus routes not suited to leisure use and amenities identified by
agent  as  being  close  by  include  unlawful  operations  currently  subject  to  planning
enforcement.

 Inadequate car parking and access provisions for deliveries and visitors.
 Highway works to shared sole means of access and egress not as per original conditions on

wider mixed-use site.
 No provision for cycle parking, electric vehicle charging nor bin and recycling storage.
 Impact on highways safety when taking into consideration the totality of the uses being

applied to the wider curtilage.
 Layout too regimented and design has no regard to the Whitminster Village Design Statement.
 Concerns over surface waste and foul drainage provision and adequacy thereof.



 Inability  of  Local  Planning  Authority  to  effectively  enforce  conditions,  given  that  it  was
understood the many of the existing units are used as primary or sole residences and thus
have an undue impact on local facilities.

S.25/0970/REM Land off School Lane, Whitminster, Gloucestershire.
Approval of reserved matters following outline approval S.22/0423/OUT for
the erection of 44 no. dwellings with associated drainage and attenuation,
open space and landscaping. Matters of siting, design, external appearance,
access and landscaping to be determined. Includes details for discharge of
conditions 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 16 from outline permission.

Council had previously considered this detailed application and raised a number of concerns relating
to visitor parking; turning areas; access for refuse collection and deliveries; density; amenity space;
play area provision; pedestrian route, house design and sizes and general layout. It was considered
that the proposed reserved matters application should be refused and a more sympathetic proposal
be drafted, taking into account the Village Design Statement, local vernacular and practical needs.
A  revised  consultation was  issued and comment  invited  after  additional  information,  such  as  a
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), had been submitted by the applicant. Council
reaffirmed its objection to the Reserved Matters application and raised comments as follows:

 CEMP should restrict working hours on Saturdays from 8:30am at the earliest through to 12
noon and not, essentially, all day as suggested.

 Deliveries should be outside of school drop off and collection hours with no waiting permitted
on School Lane.

 Highways  improvement  works  such  as  pavement;  relocation  of  speed  limit  and  village
gateway should be completed before work commences on site and as a condition, with all to
be done at developer’s expense.

 Site office compound and car parking appears inadequate and should be of an appropriate
scale and, again, fully completed before any other works advance.

 Car parking provision, space sizes and positioning (one behind the other) in many cases where
2 per dwelling, is inadequate and will lead to parking on pavements and roadways – generally,
reiterating view of Gloucestershire Constabulary respondent on parking and security issues
that also arise.

 Reiteration of Sport England objection arising from boundary treatment adjacent to Playing
Field.

 Design of poor quality and not having had due regard to Village Design Statement.
 Lack of community engagement.
 No sustainable features such as electric vehicle charging or cycle parking.
 Insufficient visitor parking and pull-in areas for delivery vehicles.
 Poor detail in regard to boundary treatment and features.
 Play area positioning is inappropriate, as per other consultee comments, and no information

provided as to proposed equipment or long term maintenance.
 Density too high for rural setting and layout poorly conceived.
 More effort is needed to mitigate the impact on the Conservation Area as per matters raised

by SDC Conservation Officer.
Finally, on this application, Council confirmed its desire to see the application considered by the
Development Control Committee given the potential impact of this sizeable development on the
village. 
Local Plan & Other Planning Matters
There was nothing further to discuss concerning the Local Plan beyond that set out in the update
provided by District Cllr Brown above.
Cllr Paynter would make progress in regard to recording the position and detail of trees for which to
seek potential Tree Preservation Orders on land off of Grove Lane.
There was nothing to report on any other large scale pending applications.



08/09
Highways & Byways
It was agreed that a further meeting with the Highways Area Manager should be considered in the
near future.
Details  of  footpath and roadway closures pertaining to Frampton County Fair  were received,  as
normal, but there was nothing to update relating to general footpath matters.
It was noted that the County Council was engaging in a project to repair and clean road signs.
The area of scrub land adjacent to Little Holbury had been generously cleared by Sam Merrett with
weed spraying being instructed. The Clerk would approach T W Hawkins & Sons concerning ongoing
maintenance of the cleared area and also levelling the ground in the vicinity of the skate ramp.

09/09
Skate Ramp
It was agreed that, if possible, further quotes would be sought for a graffiti artist to paint the sides, i.e.
the  non-running  surfaces,  or  enquiries  made  to  see  if  an  art  college  would  be  able  to  assist.
Meanwhile, a request for payment of the £2,000 grant from GPFA had been submitted. On the subject
of meeting the cost for a CCTV camera, covering the skate ramp area, to be added to the adjoining
school’s system, it was decided not to proceed for the time being.

10/09
Solar Farm
The progress on site was discussed generally but there were no issues reported nor considered.

11/09
Accounts
Accounts for Payment
The following payment were approved and cheques drawn between meetings:
Ten Construction Ltd Skate Ramp final instalment £32,278:20
David J Davies (Agricultural Contractor) Verge cutting £260:65
New Bank Account
All necessary paperwork had been completed and submitted but contact was required from former
Cllr John jones following his return home from a stay in care after his hospitalisation.
Other Financial Matters
The balance at the bank as at the last statement was £43,849:80 on 27 th August 2025. This was after
the in payment of the final skate ramp instalment had cleared but not the cost of verge cutting.

12/09
Correspondence
The following items of correspondence were received:
Clerks & Councils Direct magazine.
TROW magazine – circulation had commenced in electronic format only.
CPRE news.
Information on GAPTC events and training activities.
GRCC updates.
Other general email correspondence circulated between meetings.

13/09
Chairman’s Items
The Chairman advised that most matters had been considered under other agenda items, although he
gave a brief update on issues discussed at Severn Voice including the rate set for the forthcoming



mowing season under the County Council verge cutting agreement. It was agreed under this item that
Council  should write to the Stroud MP voicing its  opposition to Government proposals  to allow
developers to offset their carbon footprint rather then ensuring new development is sustainable.

14/09
Other Business
Playing Field Pavilion –  No further update.
Village Maintenance – Discussed under Highways & Byways above.
Parish Projects – Bus shelter catalogues had been received and would be reviewed in due course. An
application  form  had  been  obtained  in  respect  of  the  Urbaser/Energy  from  Waste  fund  but
applications would not reopen for consideration until 2026.
Parish Church – A garden party had recently been held which was considered to be very successful.

15/09
Future Agenda Items
None.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 22:27pm.

CHAIRMAN – Wednesday 1  st   October, 2025.  


