-MINLES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH
COUNCIL HELD IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL AT 7:30PM ON
WEDNESDAY 2" JULY, 2025.

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting, including County Councillor Stephen Davies and
District Cllr Robert Brown. There was one member of the public in attendance.

Public Forum

Mr Nick Peters made a number of observations concerning planning applications, particularly those for
large scale development that had been pending for some time and were subject to further information
being submitted. It was noted that comments could still be made in respect of applications that were
yet to be determined. He also spoke on the matter of grant aid for ‘green’ projects and said it would be
pleasing if more trees could be planted. On the subject of records, he asked if any further paperwork
had been submitted to County Archives and this was to be looked into.

00/07

Present

There were 6 Parish Councillors present including Cllrs Paynter (Chair), Hay (Vice Chair), Braidford,
Douglas, Mrs Gilmore and Mrs Younger, along with the Clerk, County Clir Stephen Davies and District
Cllr Robert Brown. There was one member of the public in attendance.

01/07

Apologies
None.

02/07
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest raised in regard to known agenda items.

03/07

Minutes

The Minutes of the June meeting were approved as a true record as proposed amendments had been
circulated by Cllr Hay and changed whilst remaining in draft form.

04/07

Matters Arising

It was noted that the Estate Agent boards that had bene the subject of complaints, mainly taken up by
Cllr Younger on behalf of Council, had been removed but some others had since been posted.

05/07

County Councillor & District Councillor Reports

On District Council Matters, Clir Brown advised the meeting that the Audit Committee would be
addressed on 8" July on the subject of Planning Enforcement and he hoped that would assist in driving
a focus on improvements in the Department. Meanwhile, the solar farm application submitted in
respect of land between Saul and Epney was to be considered at Committee and it was understood the
likely recommendation would be for refusal. On the pending reserved matters application, Cllr Brown
would make a request for the matter to be considered at Committee.

In regard to the County Council, County Councillor Stephen Davies informed the meeting of the
Holiday Activity Fund; advised that there had been a successful prosecution in the case of a supplier



taking orders for log burners but not providing them; that GCC will supply trees free of charge for
suitable identified sites but there did need to be a commitment to keeping them watered and that he
was pleased the village gateways had been installed. There was then discussion concerning the latest
initiative to promote 20mph zones that Council was interested in pursuing.

06/07

Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues

There had been no update from the Neighbourhood Warden whilst PCSO Trebble had written to
advise that budgetary pressures were such that his role was being made redundant and hence there
would be no dedicated cover for the area for the foreseeable future.

Cllr Paynter reported on a recent incident that resulted in the playing field defibrillator being used but
the battery failed after initial application. It is understood that this would have had no impact in this
particular use case but clearly required addressing. Advice from the manufacturer is that the batteries
need replacing every 5 years. Cllr Paynter has since changed all batteries, as well as replacing the pads
on the machine that had been used, and cards had been installed showing the renewal dates. Monthly
checks are recommended and this would be considered month by month.

07/07

Planning

Decisions to Note

$.25/0961/TPO TPO 502 Uptons Garden Whitminster Gloucester Gloucestershire GL2 7LP

T1 Black Mulberry - Crown reduction works to include spread reduction of 3m to South East stem due
to the failure of split out South East side of tree. Reduce spread to North West side by 2m to retain
crown shape, cutting back to strong secondary growth. Shape and balance.

Approved.

Applications to Consider

Land off School Lane, Whitminster, Gloucestershire.

$.25/0970/REM Approval of reserved matters following outline approval 5.22/0423/0UT for
the erection of 44 no. dwellings with associated drainage and attenuation, open space and
landscaping. Matters of siting, design, external appearance, access and landscaping to be determined.
Includes details for discharge of conditions 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 16 from outline permission.
Council considered the detailed application and raised a number of concerns relating to visitor parking;
turning areas; access for refuse collection and deliveries; density; amenity space; play area provision;
pedestrian route, house design and sizes and general layout. It was considered that the proposed
reserved matters should be refused and a more sympathetic proposal be drafted taking into account
the Village Design Statement, local vernacular and practical needs.

Local Plan & Other Planning Matters

There was nothing further to discuss concerning the Local Plan.

On the matter of pending applications, Council reaffirmed that it would be appropriate to make
contact with the planning officer dealing to explore how best to engage with potential developers if
there is the possibility that the sites in question might move forward.

Enforcement matters had been considered during the District Councillor’s report.

08/07

Highways & Byways

Cllr Paynter advised that he and Clir Hay had met with Sam Merrett for a walk around the village. Initial
work proposed was to spray out kerbside edges, as previously undertaken by the County Council, and
a price had been agreed of £300 to undertake this. It was unanimously agreed by Council for this wor
to proceed.

Cllr Hay advised that he had bene approached by 2 people concerning the need to cut back hedges and
this would be followed up with the Highways Area Manager.



09/07

Skate Ramp

The storage container at the end of the pavilion had been moved with the help of staff and equipment
from the Newland Homes development. Further adjustment was needed and a charge would arise due
to the fact that the electrical power supply cable would need adjusting. Cllr Paynter was seeking
quotes from a graffiti artist to paint the sides, i.e. the non running surfaces.

10/07
Solar Farm
There had been no further issues relating to traffic movements and nothing else to report.

11/07

Accounts

Accounts for Payment

The following payment were approved and cheques drawn:

Safelincs Ltd (reimbursing Cllr Paynter) Replacement battery packs and pads ~ £525:95
for defibrillators.

New Bank Account

All necessary paperwork had been completed and submitted.

Other Financial Matters

The balance at the bank as at the last statement was £79,578:04

12/07

Correspondence

The following items of correspondence were received:

Clerks & Councils Direct magazine.

TROW magazine.

CPRE news.

Information on GAPTC training activities.

GRCC updates.

Other general email correspondence circulated between meetings.

13/07
Chairman’s Items
The Chairman advised that all matters had been considered under other agenda items.

14/07

Other Business

Playing Field Pavilion - No further update.

Village Maintenance - Discussed under Highways & Byways above.

Parish Projects - Bus shelter catalogues had been received. It was agreed that application forms would
be obtained | respect of the Urbaser/Energy from Waste fund.

Parish Church - Nothing further to report.



15/07

Future Agenda Items
None.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 22:04pm.

CHAIRMAN - Wednesday 3" September, 2025.



