MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD
IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL AT 7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 1*
OCTOBER, 2025.

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting. There were no members of the public in
attendance.

Public Forum
There were no members of the public present and hence no matters were raised.

00/10

Present

There were 3 Parish Councillors present including Cllrs Paynter (Chair), Braidford and Douglas. The
Clerk was present. There were no members of the public in attendance.

01/10

Apologies

An apology for absence had been submitted in advance by Clir Mrs Gilmore as she was away on
holiday. ClIr Hay had apologised earlier in the day due to a personal commitment and ClIr Younger had
been in touch shortly before the meeting to advise an issue had come up and she would be unable to
attend. County Councillor Stephen Davies and District Councillor Robert Brown had also sent their
apologies, whilst submitting updates in writing. All apologies were duly accepted.

02/10
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest raised in regard to known agenda items.

03/10

Minutes

The Minutes of the September meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings with no
amendments raised.

04/10

Matters Arising

There were no matters arising that would not be discussed as part of other listed agenda items other
than to note that there had been no requests submitted to the District Council for an election to be
held to fill the current Parish Council vacancy. As a result Council would be free to move forward with
co-option should a suitable candidate come forward.

05/10

County Councillor & District Councillor Reports

On District Council Matters, Cllr Brown had provided a brief update on enforcement matters. Following
the issues he had raised at the Audit and Standards Committee, regarding the poor performance of the
Enforcement Department, a report is due to be presented in January identifying how improvements
will be made. He hoped some progress would be made but it was the case that there were issues
surrounding staff recruitment and retention arising from the emerging plans for new unitary
authorities. Specifically in regard to Krate Village it was the case that the enforcement notice was still
yet to be issued but progress was being made and he would continue to follow up.



Turning to County Council matters and ClIr Stephen Davies had sent his apologies and a written update
relating mainly to matters concerning Urbaser. There were questions to be posed concerning the A38
railings, bus shelter information services and grant aid.

06/10

Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues

There had been no update from the Neighbourhood Warden Service and it was understood that PCSO
Trebble’s role had been closed at Gloucestershire Constabulary. Therefore, Council believed there to
no longer be any dedicated Police cover for the Parish. However, Cllr Paynter was seeking to take
forward local involvement with Operation Snap which had been drawn to Council’s attention by PCSO
Trebble when he was in post. So fare his efforts to make contact with the Police were proving to be
testing.

07/10

Planning

Decisions to Note

There were no decisions to note for which formal notice had been given.

Applications to Consider

There were no applications to consider.

Local Plan & Other Planning Matters

Cllr Hay had circulated an article advising that a revised assessment had suggested that Junction 14 of
the M5 now had adequate capacity for intended Local Plan developments. Separately, Council had
been advised that Stroud District Council had written to the Planning Inspectors requesting that their
opinion be reviewed.

Cllr Paynter would make progress in regard to recording the position and detail of trees for which to
seek potential Tree Preservation Orders on land off of Grove Lane.

There was nothing to report on any other large scale pending applications nor to add in respect of
planning enforcement but a general discussion was had relating to the Reserved Matters application
concerning land off of School Lane.

08/10

Highways & Byways

It was agreed that a further meeting with the Highways Area Manager should be considered in the
near future but there was no pressing need for the time being and this might be something to pick up
in January.

The repair of the A38 railings had been touched on above as an issue to ask ClIr Davies to pursue and
the continued obstruction of the footpath adjacent to Whitminster Court was added to that list.

09/10

Skate Ramp

The payment of the £2,000 grant from GPFA had been received and banked with thanks given. Clir
Paynter was to reach out to Gloucestershire University to explore the possibility of students using the
edge of the ramp for graffiti art. A meeting was to be arranged with SGMS/TW Hawkins to look at
possibly levelling and seeding the area to one side of the ramp and also the maintenance of other areas
around the village.

10/10

Accounts

Accounts for Payment

The following payment were approved and cheques drawn between meetings:
TW Hawkins & Sons (S.G.M.S)  Grass cutting £675:16



Bank Account

The balance at the bank, as at the last statement, was £45,589:15 with one cheque pending in the sum
of £260:65 yet to be banked.

Other Financial Matters

None.

11/10

Correspondence

General email correspondence had been circulated between meetings but there were no hard copy
items received in correspondence.

12/10

Chairman’s ltems

The Chairman advised that his matters had been considered under other agenda items. He did briefly
raise the matter of a possible revived newsletter for the parish but this would be something to discuss
at another time.

13/10

Other Business

Playing Field Pavilion - It was understood that car parking issues concerning the School had been
resolved.

Parish Projects - Any relevant matters had been discussed under other items.

Parish Church - Cllr Paynter reported that the church had gained a parish website and went on to
advise that volunteer help was needed to mow the churchyard as he was unable to loom after the
areas that had been his responsibility. It was hoped that this could be raised with Clir Hay at the next
meeting to see if the request for help could be posted on social media and also the Parish Council
website.

On an unrelated matter Clir Douglas also raised the issue of cars parking on the pavement in Paynes
Meadow causing an obstruction for those with mobility issues and this would be looked into.

14/10

Future Agenda Items
None.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:53pm.

CHAIRMAN - Wednesday 5th November, 2025.



