MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD
IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL AT 7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 5%
NOVEMBER, 2025.

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting including the two members of the public in
attendance.

Public Forum

A resident from the Old Nurseries raised the issue of vehicle speeds along School Lane, beyond
Schoolfield Close towards Frampton-on-Severn. He felt this would only become worse with the site
soon to be developed off of School Lane. The Parish Council advised that a condition of the planning
permission is that the 30mph limit be extended towards Frampton, to include the entrance to the
development and its approach, and Council was pressing for this to be done prior to the
commencement of any work on site.

00/11

Present

There were 5 Parish Councillors present including Clirs Paynter (Chair), Hay (Vice-Chair), Braidford, Mrs
Gilmore and Mrs Younger. The Clerk was also present along with District Councillor Robert Brown and
County Councillor Stephen Davies, both for part of the meeting. There were two members of the
public in attendance.

01/11

Apologies

An apology for absence was given by Cllr Douglas in person. He advised that his wife was poorly and
therefore he felt he needed to be with her. This was duly noted and accepted.

02/11
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest raised in regard to known agenda items.

03/11

Minutes

The Minutes of the October meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings with no
amendments raised as any amendments necessary had been highlighted and addressed in advance.

04/11

Matters Arising
There were no matters arising that would not be discussed as part of other listed agenda items.

05/11

County Councillor & District Councillor Reports

County Councillor Davies informed the meeting that care equipment was being delivered using electric
vehicles; a flag policy had been adopted; Fire & Rescue had won two awards; the library in Gloucester
had relocated to the former Debenhams site; Trading Standards had been active in regard to issues
concerning toys in the run up to Christmas and the renamed Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund meant
he had £20,000 to allocate across his 12 ward parishes. It was also noted that Unitary Authority plans
were moving forward as a result of the Local Government Review. Other matters raised included a
digital sign for the bus shelters that was thought to cost in the order of £600, but further details were



awaited, and a general discussion on the Local Plan. Clir Paynter touched on the problems he had been
experiencing in trying to contact the police concerning the Grove Lane/A38 junction and ClIr Davies
suggested trying the Police and Crime Commissioner or his deputy.

On District Council Matters, Cllr Brown had no further update on enforcement matters but following
the attention of the Audit and Standards Committee an action plan was being brought forward in
January. In regard to the Local Plan, the Inspectors had reasserted that the plan should be withdrawn,
despite changes to the assessment of capacity at the relevant motorway junctions. As a result of the
move to unitary authorities the District Plan may be refocused and investments reviewed. Cllr Brown
was pleased to have had a motion passed at Council requiring costings to be supplied as part of a paper
on any proposals and was surprised that the cost implications of decisions has not formed a key part of
the decision making process across the board.

In respect of the reserved matters application pending on development off of School Lane, a letter had
been received from the Chair of the Planning Committee advising that the lack of demonstrable public
interest (in the form of consultation comments) meant it did not reach the threshold for being called in
for consideration at the Development Control Committee. Comments were now being submitted
individually by members of the community, rather than being aggregated as a Parish Council
comment, and ClIr Brown agreed to review the matter come Thursday of the following week before
pressing for the decision to be referred to the Committee.

06/11

Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues

There had been no update from the Neighbourhood Warden Service nor Gloucestershire
Constabulary.

Cllr Hay enquired as to the status of the village defibrillators and Cllr Mrs Younger confirmed that they
had all been checked and were in good order. It was agreed that this should be an ongoing agenda item
under community safety matters.

Cllr Paynter gave an update on his efforts to secure police enforcement of the Grove Lane left turn only
order. It had been proving difficult to make contact with the police. Meanwhile, it was agreed the Area
Highways Manager be contacted to clarify the situation in regard to any further works necessary to the
traffic island.

07/11

Planning

Decisions to Note

S.25/1316/FUL Whitminster Service Station, Bristol Road, Whitminster, Gloucestershire.
Erection of a commercial building comprising two industrial (B2) units, with related loading and
parking spaces.

Permitted.

Applications to Consider

$.25/1851/HHOLD Rosedale, Bristol Road, Whitminster, Gloucestershire.

Erection of a two-storey side extension, single storey rear extension, and rear dormer extension.
Council considered this application and formed the view that it was in keeping with the local
vernacular, aligned with the form of the adjoining property and was of no detriment to the amenity of
neighbour and therefore resolved to support the application.

S.25/2255/HEDGE Land South of M5 Junction 13, Eastington, Gloucestershire.

Removal of sections of hedgerow and scrub along the route of the Cotswold Canals Connected project
'missing mile'.

This application was registered on the Eastington page of the District Council website.

Council considered the application and passed the observation that it would wish for compensatory
planting to be carried out for all areas where hedgerows or trees are removed.



Local Plan & Other Planning Matters
Following a GRCC seminar Cllr Paynter proposed consideration be given to the development of a

Neighbourhood Plan or Parish Plan. However, it was noted that the costs could be significant, at
around £11k, and changes afoot by the new government may well minimise the benefit that could be
achieved. There was also concern over the potential extent of community involvement and hence no
further action was proposed for the time being.

Cllr Paynter would make progress in regard to recording the position and detail of trees for which to
seek potential Tree Preservation Orders on land off of Grove Lane.

There was nothing to report on any other large scale pending applications nor to add in respect of
planning enforcement but a further general discussion was had relating to the Reserved Matters
application concerning land off of School Lane following on from discussions with Cllr Brown above.
Also, on enforcement matters, it was noted that the Whitminster Inn was being used as a
physiotherapist, as per a recent consent, but the condition to install EV car parking and chargers had
not been complied with. It was agreed it could be raised with Clir Brown when next in attendance.

08/11

Highways & Byways

It was further discussed and agreed that a meeting with the Highways Area Manager should be
considered in the near future but there was no pressing need for the time being and this might be
something to pick up in January or otherwise early in the New Year.

The repair of the A38 railings (County Council Highways) remained outstanding and the Clerk would
check if the damaged railings outside the school had been attended to. The state of the field hedge
bordering Grove Lane was raised and it was agreed this would be followed up with the landowner
before being raised with Highways.

Cllr Paynter gave details of highway issues he had reported via Fix My Street .

09/11

Skate Ramp

Cllr Paynter had no luck in reaching out to Gloucestershire University to explore the possibility of
students using the edge of the ramp for graffiti art. However, he was pursuing other options and would
report back in due course. A meeting had taken place between ClIr Paynter, the Clerk and SGMS/TW
Hawkins to look at possibly levelling and seeding the area to one side of the ramp and also the
maintenance of other areas around the village. The levelling was not something they would undertake
but prices were awaited for all other items of work. The Clerk had offered to supply a suitable barrier
that could be used to the one end of the skate ramp to prevent cyclists and others users taking a
hazardous run up towards it.

10/11

Accounts

Accounts for Payment

The following payment were approved and cheques drawn between meetings:

Poppy Appeal Donation £50.00

Bank Account

Precept and CIL payments had been received but a statement for the month of October was yet to be
received.

Other Financial Matters

None.



11/11

Correspondence

General email correspondence had been circulated between meetings and only Clerks & Councils
Direct had been received in hard copy format.

12/11
Chairman’s Items
The Chairman advised that his matters had been considered under other agenda items.

13/11

Other Business

Playing Field Pavilion - It was understood that car parking issues concerning the School had been
resolved although the Management Committee were waiting to hear further on proposed payments.
Parish Projects - Any relevant matters had been discussed under other items.

Parish Church - ClIr Douglas had advised, during his brief attendance at the start of the meeting, that
the despite recent optimism the church would in fact be closing as a regular Parish Church and going
forward would be operated only as a festival church primarily for weddings, funerals, baptisms and the
like.

Gym Equipment - A price remained to be received from Fresh Air Fitness for repairs and servicing of
the equipment and this was being follows up.

Parish Website - Cllr Paynter proposed a move to a new hosting service with the website and emails
having .gov.uk addresses. It was agreed that an appropriate transition be made in 2026.

14/11

Future Agenda Items
Biodiversity Action Plan.

Potential 6 monthly parish newsletter.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10:24pm.

CHAIRMAN - Wednesday 3" December, 2025.



