MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD
IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL AT 7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 3"
DECEMBER, 2025.

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting.

Public Forum
As there were no members of the public present there were no issues raised.

00/12

Present

There were 5 Parish Councillors present including Cllrs Paynter (Chair), Hay (Vice-Chair), Braidford,
Douglas and Mrs Gilmore. The Clerk was also present along with District Councillor Robert Brown who
stayed for part of the meeting. There were no members of the public in attendance.

01/12

Apologies

An apology for absence was received from Clir Mrs Younger who was ill. Clirs Mrs Gilmore apologised
for arriving late and joined the meeting at 7:45pm. County Councillor Stephen Davies had apologised
for being unable to attend and submitted a written report.

02/12
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest raised in regard to known agenda items.

03/12

Minutes

The Minutes of the November meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings subject to
the following amendments:

05/11 - County Council & District Councillor Reports -17"" line - ‘has not’ changed to read ‘had not’.
13/11 - Other Business - 11" line - ‘ClIr Paynter’ changed to read ‘ClIr Hay'.

13/11 - Other Business -9" line - ‘follows’ changed to read ‘followed’.

04/12

Matters Arising

There were no matters arising that would not be discussed as part of other listed agenda items other
than an update from the Clerk to advise that he had heard nothing more form Fresh Air Fitness
following their proposed site meeting. Cllr Hay suggested that he may be able to carry out some
improvement by simply painting areas of the equipment with Hammerite paint.

05/12

County Councillor & District Councillor Reports

County Councillor Davies had submitted a written report informing the meeting that care equipment
loan service had 17 staff with a combined 564 years of service; a Counter Fraud Team had been
established as part of Trading Standards; £4,000 of illegal tobacco had been seized; the new
administration’s budget was published for consultation and was no significantly different from the
year before and the Holiday Activity Fund was open. It was also noted that despite the overgrown
roadside hedge being reported to County Council Highways it had been determined to not be causing
an issue. This could lead to further problems if other farmers also stopped cutting their hedges and



hence it was agree the matter should be followed up with the Area Highways Manager via Cllr Davies
when he is next seen

On District Council issues, Cllr Brown updated on enforcement matters relating to Krate Village,
advising progress had been made concerning the relevant notice; the solar farm site proposed for Saul
& Epney had been refused; he had submitted a letter to the Case Officer highlighting the need for clear
conditions on the School Lane site (relating to delivery hours) and then an update on the Council’s
position relating to the Local Plan. There was a general discussion relating to what the impact might be
on the proposed large scale sites East of the A38 and it was agreed that consideration would be given
inthe New Year to potential engagement if the likelihood of development became inevitable. A further
point concerning the Whitminster Inn site was raised in regard to the fact that the physiotherapy
studio had commenced operation without the necessary electric vehicle chargers being installed as
required by a planning condition.

06/12

Police. Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues

There had been no update from the Neighbourhood Warden Service nor Gloucestershire
Constabulary.

Cllr Hay raised the matter of the village defibrillators, in the absence of Cllr Mrs Younger, to ensure the
matter of regular checks remained on Council’s radar.

Cllr Paynter gave an update on his efforts to secure police enforcement of the Grove Lane left turn only
order. Following enquiries of the Police & Crime Commissioner’s office, as suggested by County
Councillor Davies, he had received a swift response and correspondence had been circulated and was
ongoing in regard to an initial survey and consultation ahead of the use of a potential enforcement
camera.

07/12

Planning

Decisions to Note

None formally notified.

Applications to Consider

S.25/2127/HHOLD The Weir Cottage, Whitminster Lane, Whitminster, Gloucestershire.
Installation of cladding.

Council had no observations to make.

S.25/0576/EAIS Walk Bridge, Saul Junction, Church Lane, Saul, Gloucestershire.

EIA Screening Request concerning replacement of existing road bridge with bascule bridge.

Council had no observations to make.

$.25/0970/REM Land off School Lane, Whitminster, Gloucestershire.

Revised consultation on reserved matters relating to outline approval 5.22/0432/0UT.

Council had already noted and commented on revised proposals as viewed on the District Council
website.

Local Plan & Other Planning Matters

Cllr Paynter would make progress in regard to recording the position and detail of trees, for which to
seek potential Tree Preservation Orders on land off of Grove Lane, but in the New Year when the
weather permits.

There was nothing to report on any other large scale pending applications nor to add in respect of
planning enforcement.

08/12

Highways & Byways
It was agreed that a meeting with the Highways Area Manager should be considered at the January

meeting pending a review of any outstanding issues at the time.



The repair of the A38 railings (County Council Highways) remained outstanding.

Cllr Paynter gave details of highway issues he had reported via Fix My Street .

Notice of a temporary 30mph speed limit on the A38 had been received to coincide with the cable
laying works that were currently underway.

The Transport Operations Manager at Gloucestershire County Council had been in touch with an
estimated cost to replace the two parish bus shelters with new and to include next bus display units
would be around £70,000 plus VAT. This was far in excess if prices received directly from suppliers and
therefore a request for the minimum cost to install next bus information only would be looked into.

09/12

Skate Ramp

Cllr Paynter had obtained proposals for the application of graffiti art to the sides of the skate ramp but
it was decided not to take this forward for the time being.

10/12

Accounts

Accounts for Payment

The following payment were approved:

None.

Bank Account

The balance at the bank reported as per the statement dated 21 October 2025 was £64,994:41 with a
cheque for £50:00 that was yet to clear.

Other Financial Matters

A receipt had been received, in the sum of £50:00 relating to the Council's donation to the Poppy
Appeal.

The Clerk and Chairman had met with Dan Cave of SGMS to open prices for additional grounds
maintenance work around the village as discussed. The quote received was considered and all agree to
proceed with initial clearance work followed by annual maintenance on a year-to-year contract.

To aid with future budget setting, the use of CIL payments and grant aid it had been proposed that a
discussion on future project proposals be entered into through the Parish Facebook page and posted
on the website. The projects proposed to date included:

Bus shelters.

Village notice boards.

Skate ramp painting.

Updated village walks guide and display boards.

20mph zone outside of school.

Replacement of temporary classroom at village school.

11/12

Correspondence

General email correspondence had been circulated between meetings whilst Clerks & Councils Direct
had been received in hard copy format along with details of a County wide tree planting scheme and
the War Memorials Trust bulletin.

A summary of the latest meeting of Severn Voice had been received. Six parishes had been
represented and discussion had focused on Local Government reorganisation.

12/12
Chairman’s Items
The Chairman advised that his matters had been considered under other agenda items.



13/12

Other Business

Playing Field Pavilion - It was understood that car parking issues concerning the School had been
resolved but there remained issues relating to the upkeep of the roadway and payments were yet to
be made.

Parish Projects - Any relevant matters had been discussed under other items.

Parish Church - Clir Douglas had nothing further to report other than that a new volunteer had been
identified to help with grass cutting.

14/12

Future Agenda Items
Biodiversity Action Plan - it was agree that proposed changes afoot and the fact that the Council does

not directly own or control any land meant this this item would not now feature on future agendas.
Potential 6 monthly parish newsletter.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:21pm.

CHAIRMAN - Wednesday 7 January, 2026.



