MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH
COUNCIL HELD IN WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL AT
7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 7" JANUARY, 2026.

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting.

Public Forum
As there was one member of the public present but there were no issues raised.

00/01

Present

There were 3 Parish Councillors present including Cllrs Paynter (Chair), Hay (Vice-
Chair) and Mrs Younger. The Clerk was also present along with County Councillor
Stephen Daviees and District Councillor Robert Brown, both of whom who stayed for
part of the meeting. There was one member of the public in attendance.

01/01

Apologies

An apology for absence was received from Cllr Braidford who had family commitments
and also from Cllr Douglas who was on leave of absence due to caring commitment.

02/01
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest raised in regard to known agenda items.

03/01

Minutes

The Minutes of the January, 2025, meeting were approved as a true record of the
proceedings subject to the following amendments:

05/12 - County Council & District Councillor Reports -8™ line — ‘agree’ changed to read
‘agreed’.

04/01

Matters Arising

There were no matters arising that would not be discussed as part of other listed
agenda items apart from a request that reviewing the parish website, with a view to
moving to a ‘.gov’ domain, be considered as a future agenda item.

05/01

County Councillor & District Councillor Reports

County Councillor Davies reported in person that the care equipment loan service
operated by ther County Council had 17 staff with a combined 564 years of service; the
County Highways road gritter fleet had bene named following a competition; an Asian
Fire Service award had been given to the County Fire Brigade in recognition of its work




on diversity and the Grass Routes Neighbourhood Fund had become live for
applications. Other more local issues reviewed included Packthorne Corner drainage
where matters were being addressed following a meeting between Councils;
Slimbridge School; the overgrown Grove Lane hedge and the damaged A38 railings.
Cllr Davies also confirmed that the Council could no pursue grant funding for the
village gateway that he would likely be minded to support, as previously discussed.
On District Council issues, Cllr Brown updated on enforcement matters relating to Krate
Village, essentially advising that no further progress had been made concerning the
relevant notice but the next Audit Committee meeting would follow up on the operation
of enforcement in general; the fact that the physiotherapy studio at the Whitminster
Inn had commenced operation without the necessary electric vehicle chargers being
installed, as required by a planning condition, had been reported to Planning
Enforcement and had been allocated reference number ENF201. The creation and
opening of a new takeaway operation on the site, formed from the rear section of the
physiotherapy studio and without planning permission, was noted for investigation. It
was reported that the Reserved Matters application for the housing site off of School
Lane had been referred to the Development Control Committee but a date remained to
be set for when it would be considered. Cllr was also pleased that a dialogue was
ongoing to resolve the issues recently experienced with flooding at Packthorne Corner
and he hoped that would be swiftly resolved.

06/01

Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues

There had been no update from the Neighbourhood Warden Service nor
Gloucestershire Constabulary.

Cllr Hay raised the matter of the village defibrillators to ensure the matter of regular
checks remained on Council’s radar. Cllr Mrs Younger confirmed that all was in-hand
but it was agreed the topic would be a standing agenda item for future meetings in
order to ensure it did not become overlooked.

Cllr Paynter gave an update on his efforts to secure police enforcement of the Grove
Lane left turn only order. Leading on from the last meeting, the site had been published
by the County Council as location at which it was considering the installation of a
Traffic Order enforcement camera. A consultation on the proposal had gone live on 7™
January and all were encouraged to review the details and make their opinion
known.

07/01

Planning

Decisions to Note

None formally notified.

Applications to Consider

S.25/2325/FUL Attwoolls, Bristol Road, Whitminster, Gloucestershire.

Erection of infill extension.

Council supported this application as it would have no visual impact on any
neighbouring property, nor wider vista, and would support a local employer.




S.25/2416/TCA Highways England, Stroudwater Interchange, Fromebridge,
Whitminster, Gloucestershire.

Horse Chestnut Tree - remove.

Council resolved to leave the matter to the consideration of the District Council Tree
Officer.

S.25/2342/TPO 1 Upton’s Garden, Whitminster, Gloucestershire.

T1 - Lime - 16m - reduce by 5m and shape accordingly. T2 - Lime - 16m - reduce by 5m
and shape accordingly. T3 - Norwegian Maple to be reduced by 5m and removal of 1 x
major limb due to rot. All 3 trees will also be dead wooded and any previously snapped
limbs will have their cuts tidied throughout all 3 trees.

Council resolved to leave the matter to the consideration of the District Council Tree
Officer.

Local Plan & Other Planning Matters

Cllr Paynter would make progress in regard to recording the position and detail of
trees, for which to seek potential Tree Preservation Orders on land off of Grove Lane,
when the weather permits.

There was nothing to report on any other large scale pending applications nor to add
in respect of planning enforcement. However, a training session had been offered by
the District Council on — Planning for Change: Draft Local Plan Progress and What’s
Next for Local Plans. The presentation was circulated and it was noted that work would
get underway in 2026 following the publishing of the new NPPF and the creation of a
Strategic Planning Advisory Board to oversee the development of the new local plan.

08/01

Highways & Byways

It was considered if a meeting with the Highways Area Manager should be arranged
but it was felt that all appropriate matters were moving forward and it would be kept
under review.

The repair of the A38 railings (County Council Highways) remained outstanding.

Cllr Paynter gave details of highway issues he had reported via Fix My Street .

Notice of a temporary 30mph speed limit on the A38 had been received to coincide with
the cable laying works that were currently underway.

The Transport Operations Manager at Gloucestershire County Council had previously
been in touch with an estimated cost to replace the two parish bus shelters with new
and to include next bus display units for the sum around £70,000 plus VAT. Cllr Paynter
had advised this was outside of the Parish Council’s budget but could more information
be given concerning the bus information signs only and perhaps the suppliers details.
Despite chasing no further response had been forthcoming.

Cllr Paynter gave further details on the Packthorne Corner flooding incident of 18"
December last. This was being caused by the hardstanding from the solar farm site
shedding water into the ditches in such volume that it cascades over the roadside
ditches making the ditches inoperable for draining the road and causing the road to
badly flood. This matter had been fully raised with all concerned and it was hoped that
action would now follow.

09/01



Skate Ramp
Cllr Paynter raised the matter of screening to the boundary fencing on to the skate

ramp from the school. It was felt that the scope of disturbance was minimal and
consideration would only be given to installing some form of screening if complaints
were to arise. It was noted that County Cllr Davies had agreed to ask the Highways Area
Manager if he might have some form or barrier that could be donated to the Parish
Council to be used to deter cyclists taking a ‘run-up’ onto the ramp.

10/01

Accounts

Accounts for Payment

The following payment were approved:

Parish Council Websites Web hosting - to be paid via Clerk’s expenses
£190:00

Bank Account

The balance at the bank was reported as £64,944:41 with two cheques yet to clear.

Other Financial Matters

As discussed previously, to aid with future budget setting, the use of CIL payments and

grant aid it had been proposed that a discussion on future project proposals be entered

into through the Parish Facebook page and posted on the website. The projects

proposed to date included:

Bus shelters.

Village notice boards.

Skate ramp painting.

Updated village walks guide and display boards.

20mph zone outside of school.

Replacement of temporary classroom at village school.

As of yet, no feedback nor proposals had been received.

The Parish Precept would be considered at the next meeting.

11/01

Correspondence

General email correspondence had been circulated between meetings, whilst Clerks &
Councils Direct had been received in hard copy format.

Notification of an Annual Review of the Parish and Town Council Charter had been
received with an invitation to a working group or to submit feedback online by 12™
February. Given the pending demise of the District Council there was little motivation
to engage in the matter.

12/01
Chairman’s Items




The Chairman advised he had been in discussion with a resident potentially interested
in becoming a co-opted member of the Council and he hoped that she would be able to
attend the next meeting to consider further if she wished to be considered.

The Chairman also updated Council on enquiries he had made with Saul Parish relation
to the production of their village newsletter and also the Local Answer over
distribution. Unfortunately, the scale was too small for a commercial distributor to be
interested but further details were awaited on printing/production and the matter
would be discussed further.

13/01

Other Business

Playing Field Pavilion — An enquiry had been received relating to the responsibility for
insurance of equipment at the Playing Field and the Clerk has responded that the Parish
Council insures the skate ramp but no other items.

Parish Projects — Nothing further discussed under this item for the present time.
Parish Church - Cllr Douglas was not present and hence there was nothing further to
report.

14/01

Future Agenda Items
Parish Website.
Defibrillators.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:26pm.

CHAIRMAN - Wednesday 4" February, 2026.




