
 

MINUTES  OF  THE  MEETING  OF  WHITMINSTER  PARISH 
COUNCIL  HELD  IN  WHITMINSTER  VILLAGE  HALL  AT 
7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 4  th   FEBRUARY, 2026.  

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting.

Public Forum
A suggestion was made that the A38 Southbound bus stop be moved to extend the traffic 
island at the exit from Grove Lane or that, alternatively, the road be made one way to 
address the issue of dangerous turns. It was explained that these options had been 
looked at before but were considered unsuitable. It was noted that the consultation 
period in respect of proposed traffic enforcement cameras had opened.
An observation was made that there was a lot of litter in Grove Lane, mainly bottles 
and cans, as if a recycling lorry had shed some of its load.

00/02
Present
There were 5 Parish Councillors present including Cllrs Paynter (Chair), Hay (Vice-
Chair), Braidford, Mrs Gilmore and Mrs Younger. The Clerk was also present along with 
District Councillor Robert Brown. There were three members of the public and once 
child in attendance.

01/02
Apologies
An apology for absence was received from Cllr Douglas who was on leave of absence 
due to a caring commitment. County Councillor Stephen Davies had also apologised for 
being unable to attend as he was away on holiday.

02/02
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest raised in regard to known agenda items.
 
03/02
Minutes
The Minutes of the January, 2026, meeting were approved as a true record of the 
proceedings subject to the following amendments:
00/01 – Present – ‘Daviees’ changed to read ‘Davies’.
00/01 – Present – duplicate ‘both of whom stayed’ removed.
05/01 – County Council Report – ‘ther’ changes to read ‘the’.
05/01 – County Council Report - 'bene’ changed to read ‘been.
05/01 – County Council Report - 'no’ changed to read ‘not’.

04/02 
Matters Arising



There were no matters arising that would not be discussed as part of other listed 
agenda  items  apart  from  noting  that  a  member  of  the  public  in  attendance  had 
expressed a potential interest in joining the Parish Council, depending on observing a 
meeting of  two.  Another expression of  interest  had been received but the person 
interested was yet to fully take up residence within the Parish. The Clerk had requested 
an up-to-date copy of the electoral register.

05/02
County Councillor & District Councillor Reports
County Councillor Davies sent his report in advance of the meeting as he was away on 
holiday. He provided information on the following matters:

 Gloucestershire  Roads  have  been  rated  "Green"  in  the  recent  Government 
ranking. This is not   an absolute rating of the roads but as a comparison that 
with the investment available Gloucestershire has done better than others.

 The Government is due to consult on Local Government Reform starting in 
February. This along with the cancellation of the Cheltenham Borough Council 
Elections is the clearest signal yet that the Government will proceed with Local 
Government  Reform  next  year  resulting  in  either  one  or  two  Councils  in 
Gloucestershire and elections for the new Council(s) in 2027. 

 The County Council is consulting on introducing traffic enforcement camaras at 
the Whitminster Junction with Grove Lane as previously advised.

 Packthorne Corner - Gary Wilson had liaised with SDC's new Flooding Officer 
who had identified that  the  Solar  Farm had not  implemented the draining 
requirements  according  to  the  Planning  Permission  granted  and  will  be 
following up.

 A38 Railings - Gary Wilson was tasked with progressing.
It was agreed that Cllr Davies would be asked to follow up with the County Council and 
Public Rights of Way Officer on issues relating to Whitminster Court, when he is next 
present at a meeting.
On District Council issues, Cllr Brown updated on enforcement matters relating to Krate 
Village,  advising that notice had been served on the owners and those businesses 
trading from the site. However, it was noted than new units were still being advertised 
to rent. Those subject to the notices would have until 27th February to appeal. If they do 
not appeal they would have 6 months to remove the unauthorised development from 
the site but if they do appeal it would be referred to the Planning Inspectorate. It was 
noted that there had recently been an injury accident believed to have been suffered 
by a pedestrian accessing or egressing from the site and there remained questions as 
to whether the highway works to the current turning arrangement had been completed 
to plan. On enforcement in general, following the report to the Audit & Standards 
Committee in July last year, a plan to improve had been formed following an away day. 
There were 180 cases awaiting attention in a backlog and it was intended that all would 
be addressed by September 2027. 
Concerning  the  fact  that  the  physiotherapy  studio  at  the  Whitminster  Inn  had 
commenced operation without the necessary electric vehicle chargers being installed, 
as  required  by  a  planning  condition,  following  this  being  reported  to  Planning 
Enforcement a reference number (ENF201) had been allocated and work was ongoing 



to enforce. The creation and opening of a new takeaway operation on the site, formed 
from the rear section of the physiotherapy studio and without planning permission, 
was noted for investigation. As previously reported, the Reserved Matters application 
for the housing site off of School Lane had been referred to the Development Control 
Committee but a date remained to be set for when it would be considered. Finally, Cllr 
Brown  had  spoken  with  Tom  Ridley,  Interim  Planning  Strategy  Manager  at  SDC, 
regarding the  emerging  Local  Plan.  He had advised that  a  proactive  approach of 
engagement was likely to prove beneficial should the pending applications relating to 
land off Hyde Lane move forward and therefore this was considered something that 
Council would wish to explore.

06/02
Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues
There  had  been  no  update  from  the  Neighbourhood  Warden  Service  nor 
Gloucestershire Constabulary. 
Cllr Hay raised, as usual, the matter of the village defibrillators to ensure the matter of 
regular checks remained on Council’s radar. Cllr Mrs Younger confirmed that all was 
in-hand.
Cllr  Paynter  reminded  those  present  of  the  consultation  running  concerning  the 
proposed traffic enforcement cameras for the Grove Lane / A38 junction.

07/02
Planning
Decisions to Note
None formally notified.
Applications to Consider
S.25/2462/FUL Hurst Lodge,  School Lane, Whitminster,  Gloucestershire. 
GL2 7PJ
Proposed new site entrance and associated works.
Council raised an objection to the application as submitted due to concerns relating to 
the removal of hedgerow and the positioning of the proposed new access in relation to 
the sharp bend in the road.
Council also considered revised plans for the football stadium and industrial park in 
Eastington Parish. Concerns were raised in regard to the removal of environmental 
measures,  the  suitability  of  the  facilities  for  the  capacity  proposed  and transport 
issues.
Local Plan & Other Planning Matters
Cllr Paynter would make progress in the Spring in regard to recording the position and 
detail of trees, for which to seek potential Tree Preservation Orders on land off of Grove 
Lane, when the weather permits.
There was nothing to report on any other large scale pending applications nor to add 
in respect of planning enforcement. That hadn’t been covered already. However, a 
training session had been arranged by the District Council on – Planning for Change: 
Draft  Local  Plan Progress  and What’s  Next  for  Local  Plans.  The presentation was 
circulated. 



08/02
Highways & Byways
It was considered if a meeting with the Highways Area Manager should be arranged 
but it was felt that all appropriate matters were moving forward and it would be kept 
under review. Cllr Paynter has circulated an email detailing various local issues he had 
raised with Gary Wilson by email and on-line via Fix My Street.
The repair of the A38 railings (County Council Highways) remained outstanding but 
Cllr Davies had followed up and was assured work was to be planned imminently. 
The Transport Operations Manager at Gloucestershire County Council had provided no 
further details on bus shelter providers nor a breakdown of costing. 
Cllr Paynter gave further details on the Packthorne Corner flooding incident of 18th 

December last. This was being caused by the hardstanding from the solar farm site 
shedding water into the ditches in such volume that it  cascades over the roadside 
ditches making the ditches inoperable for draining the road and causing the road to 
badly flood.  It  was understood that  all  relevant action was being progressed as  a 
planning enforcement matter with Highways maintaining a watching brief.
Cllr Younger commented on the condition of the A419 from the motorway towards 
Stroud.

09/02
Accounts
Accounts for Payment
The following payment were approved:
It was noted that due to issues relating to signatories cheques would likely be drawn 
between meetings and reported subsequently.
Bank Account
The balance at the bank was reported as £64,944:41 with two cheques still yet to clear.
Other Financial Matters
A proposed budget for the 2026/2027 financial  year was reviewed by Council  and 
resulted in the setting of the Annual Precept at £18,000:00 for that year.
A contribution of £1,000:00 was a agreed from the Solar Fund towards the cost of a 
ramp to aid disabled access into the new playing field pavilion. 
As discussed previously, to aid with future budget setting, the use of CIL payments and 
grant aid it had been proposed that a discussion on future project proposals be entered 
into  through  the  Parish  Facebook  page  and  posted  on  the  website.  The  projects 
proposed to date included:
Bus  shelters  -  £8,500  as  an  indicative  cost  for  interactive  display  boards  but 
confirmation needed that  the buses are tracked as well  as source of  power being 
available.
Village notice boards.
Skate ramp painting.
Updated village walks guide and display boards.
20mph zone outside of school.
Replacement of temporary classroom at village school.
As of yet, no feedback nor proposals had been received.



10/02
Correspondence
General email correspondence had been circulated between meetings, whilst Clerks & 
Councils Direct had been received in hard copy format. 

11/02
Chairman’s Items
The Chairman advised that his matters had been covered elsewhere as agenda items.

12/02
Other Business
Playing Field Pavilion – An enquiry had been received relating a football club wishing 
to return to the field and this had been referred to the Management Committee. The 
arrangements concerning the proposed visit by a dignitary were discussed. 
Parish Projects – Nothing further discussed under this item for the present time.
Newsletter – Councillor Paynter circulated an example of the format he would propose 
and possible models for distribution were discussed. He would look into alternative 
printing costs.
Parish Church – Cllr Douglas was not present and hence there was nothing further to 
report.

13/02
Future Agenda Items
None.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:44pm.

CHAIRMAN – Wednesday 3  rd   March, 2026.  


