
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHITMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN 
WHITMINSTER VILLAGE HALL AT 7:30PM ON WEDNESDAY 1st APRIL, 2026.

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting.

Public Forum

No matters were raised in the Public Forum.

00/04
Present

There were 4 Parish Councillors present including Cllrs Paynter (Chair), Hay (Vice-Chair), Mrs Gilmore 
and Mrs Younger. District Councillor Robert Brown and County Councillor Stephen Davies were also in 
attendance. 

01/04
Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from the Clerk, Daniel Lord, and from Cllr Graham Braidford.

02/04
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest raised in regard to known agenda items.

03/04
Minutes

There were no minutes available for approval. 

04/04
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.

05/04
County Councillor & District Councillor Reports

County Councillor Davies reported on a number of current County Council matters.

The environmental strategy report showed an 11% reduction in carbon emissions together with an 
increase in renewable energy. Reference was also made to the development of a new special 
secondary school in Cheltenham.

It was reported that Gloucestershire County Council is consulting on the Rights of Way Improvement 
Plan and it was agreed that the Parish Council should participate in the consultation.

Funding matters were noted, including £3.8 million for Best Start, £5.7 million for crisis and resilience 
over three years and £28.4 million for local bus services.

It was further noted that Whitminster was not included within any of the three 20mph phases so far 
announced.

There was some discussion regarding a review of speed limits on the A38, with a possible reduction to 
50mph from Gloucester to Cambridge and 40mph through built-up areas.

The overgrown hedges on the south side of Grove Lane were also raised as requiring cutting back.

District Councillor Brown reported that the two School Lane sites had been submitted to be called in. 
Stratford Park Lido was also mentioned.



Members were advised that from 1 April 2028 the new unitary authority arrangements are expected to 
come into effect. Budget planning was said to be £2 million less than previously proposed and the 
Council now had savings targets to achieve.

It was noted that a six-week consultation had opened on the planning portal in relation to enforcement 
and that any person may submit comments. Correspondence should be with the Clerk which will 
provide a link to the Whitminster Enforcement consultancy.

Councillor Brown advised that after serving for one year he would hand over Whitminster responsibility  
to his colleague and from 1 May he would be replaced by Cllr Moya  Shannon for a one year term..

In relation to the School Lane developments, it was discussed that the highways implications ought 
properly to be assessed in aggregate, namely the cumulative effects of the 44(reserved matters), 45- 
and 150-dwelling proposals together with the implications of a staggered T-junction arrangement onto 
School Lane.

It was noted that the Annual Meeting would be held on Wednesday 6th May at 7:00pm prior to the 
Parish Council meeting.

06/04
Police, Neighbourhood Warden & Community Safety Issues

Members discussed the consultation response concerning enforcement cameras and it was considered 
likely that an enforcement camera would be secured for the junction.

Reference was made to a recent incident on the previous Wednesday involving a perpetrators fleeing 
from a robbery in Wales subsequently crashed into a parishoners wall, glider and shed close to the ‘s-
bend’ on School Lane. It was noted that two individuals had been captured.

The Gloucestershire Constabulary Facebook page was referred to as a source of updates.

General discussion also took place in relation to a tractor incident and fire matters.

07/04
Planning

Decisions to Note

None formally notified.

S.25/1207/FUL Proposed siting of 12 additional static holiday caravans (C3 Use Class) within existing 
holiday park was noted as permitted.

Applications to Consider

An appeal pertaining to planning enforcement was noted.

A notice concerning Krate Village was also noted.

Local Plan & Other Planning Matters

Members discussed the Local Plan and related strategic planning issues.

Reference was made to discussions with Tom Ridley, who had advised that work on the next Local 
Plan would need to commence by October of this year. It was noted that even if the current emerging 
Local Plan is approved, the housing numbers would still not be sufficient and there would remain a 
shortfall in land supply.

It was considered likely that the J13 site would come forward within the Local Plan. Members were 
advised that Tom Ridley would attend to discuss the proposals and the manner in which development 
might be shaped more sympathetically than is currently the case.



The view was expressed that the Parish Council should seek to engage with developers so as to help 
shape proposals into something that would be largely acceptable and bring benefit to the village.

John Chaplin advised that although the possibility of directing development further to the east had been 
discussed, the reality remained that applications must be assessed as and when they are submitted.

In summary, with regard to the larger housing proposals, members discussed seeking the services of a 
planning consultant in relation to the 150-dwelling plot and the other Hyde Lane plot. The Clerk would 
put the Council in contact with a recommended planning consultant.

Pending Large Scale Applications

Members reviewed the objections that had been submitted in respect of the large-scale pending 
applications.

There was further discussion regarding the NPPF and the ecology criteria and the extent to which these 
factors added weight to the objections raised.

Enforcement & Other Planning Matters

The meeting between Cllrs Paynter and Hay and officers of Stroud District Council was noted.

08/04
Highways & Byways

It was noted that the A38 railings had now been replaced, after a period of approximately two years.

A stile had also been repaired.

It was reported that Sarah McAuley-Lowe of Public Rights of Way had been contacted by D. Paynter 
after she had changed her number. A work crew would be dispatched to repair the stile on Perry’s 
Track just past the Dairy.

An email to Chairman Paynter from Hawkins was discussed in which it had been queried why no 
response had yet been given regarding this year’s grass cutting arrangements and why they had not 
been asked to undertake the additional areas. Hawkins had agreed to do the additional piece at 9 Little 
Holbury.  Chairman Paynter confirmed to Hawkins they should continue with the existing arrangements, 
and in addition should strim the cleared areas around Little Holbury.

It was agreed that Parish Clerk should write on behalf of the Parish Council to thank Carl (no 9 Holberry 
Cres.) for his work in clearing and disposing of vegetation around the Childrens Play Area.

It was noted that the extant overgrown vegetation at Little Holbury would not be cleared until winter and 
the matter would therefore be picked up again then.

Members also considered it important that Hawkins should receive instructions directly from the Parish 
Council and not from the Playing Field Committee. It was also noted that checks should be made during 
the summer to ensure that grass cutting is not undertaken during periods of heat.

It was noted that Sandfield Bridge would remain shut until October due to nesting birds.

Concern was raised regarding an overgrown hedge at Kidnams on the right-hand bend, where several 
near misses had occurred. It was advised that the matter should be reported on Fix My Street, although 
it had not yet appeared there.

09/04
Accounts

In the Clerk’s absence there was no full financial report.

It was noted that the cost of hall hire remained due and that an additional invoice was expected for hire 
of the Pavilion.



Accounts for Payment

No accounts were presented for payment.

Future Parish Projects

Future parish projects discussed included Public Rights of Way maps and bus shelters.

10/04
Correspondence

No correspondence was raised beyond routine circulated items.

11/04
Chairman’s Items

The Chairman had no additional items to raise.

12/04
Other Business

Playing Field / Pavilion – It was reported that the defibrillator check had been carried out and all was in 
order.

Newsletter – No further matters were raised.

Website – No further matters were raised.

Defibrillator – Covered under Playing Field / Pavilion.

Future Agenda Items – No additional items were raised.

13/04
Future Agenda Items

None.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:56pm.

CHAIRMAN – Wednesday 6th May, 2026.


